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The handbook has been well received 
and it is this type of work that SET is build- 
ing on. 


Communities combating hate is an 
ongoing project that aims to enhance net- 
works of support to organisations that are 
seeking to develop community-based 
responses to racism and far-right terror. 


Workshops include: 

A round up of far right-wing groups and 
their activities 

@ Racism in rural areas 

M@ Refugees, the myths and the facts 


ight 








@ No platform for racists or fascists 

@ Trade union support in the community 

@ Youth and anti-fascism — combating hate 
through education 

@ Statutory bodies and their powers in 
evictions and prosecutions 

Monitoring racism in the community 

@ Using the media 
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The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


Forces of reaction on the march 

It is hardly surprising that the British National Party has 
latched on to the fuel protests that ran Britain's petrol 
pumps dry last month. Quite apart from the BNP’s usual 
naked opportunism, the people leading the protests, 
farmers and self-employed truck drivers, represent the 
fascists’ target constituency. While the BNP has success- 
fully exploited the white working class-voters of East 
London and the West Midlands, it is from the self- 
employed and small businesses that the party must 
recruit if it is to grow substantially. 

But there is a greater force at work. The protests them- 
selves, though in this case privately encouraged by the 
oil companies, which have their own axe to grind, reflect 
a wider unease within so-called Middle England. From 
fox hunting to rural life, the House of Lords to devolu- 
tion, many consider their “England” under threat. 
Critics have argued that the Labour Government has 
failed to deliver social and economic reforms, but these 
people believe that it has delivered too much in other 
ways. From the break-up of the United Kingdom to the 
abolition of the House of Lords, the beginnings of pro- 
portional representation to favouring the single 
European currency, the status quo has been challenged. 

With William Hague’s Conservative Party providing no 
credible political alternative these people are taking to 
the streets in protest with strong support from the right- 
wing press, who themselves have pulled no punches in 
attacking the liberal elite who they believe have taken 
over the country or, as The Sun so succinctly put it, “the 
Gay Mafia”. It is because of this wider opposition to 
Blair’s project that much of the press were able to give 
active encouragement to the protesters, something that 
would have never happened if a similar disruptive dis- 
pute had been trade union led. 

Searchlight has long argued that beyond the fascists 
there is a layer of society that believes that a multiracial, 
democratic and now Labour Britain has upset the natu- 
ral order of things. The forces of reaction look backwards 
to the old order, to a mythical island nation that kept out 
all things foreign. These forces extend far beyond the 
activities and influence of fascist groups and are at the 
very heart of English nationalism. Over the coming 
months Searchlight will be exploring some of the under- 
lying issues in more detail. 
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BNP feud heads for court 


by Nick Lowles 


ONDON’'S. HIGH Court is set to become the 
venue for the increasingly acrimonious split 

within. the British National Party, with both 
gy arting factions threatening legal action 
“against the other, Lining up against the party 
Testi are Sharron and Steve. Edwards, the party’s 
deputy leader and West Midlands organiser, respectively, 
until they were.both expelled, along. with Michael 
Newland, the national treasurer, in late August. While 
the three were challenging Nick Griffin, the party leader, 
over the party's finances, he was busy bringing his own 
charges of disloyalty against them. 

At the centre of the dispute were questions surround- 
ing payments amounting to £7,000 that Newland 
claimed were unaccounted for. Much of this expenditure 
had not previously. been cleared by Newland, including 
the purchase of and repairs to a number of vehicles 
bought in spring, reimbursement for Griffin's recent trip 
to the US, and a payment of £1,500 to Tony Lecomber, 

the party’s group development leader. 
_ Newland was acutely aware that new legislation 
ould soon force the BNP to open its books to public 
crutiny and so demanded that the party keep clear and 
ccurate accounts. He queried several payments made 
y the party leader but received no adequate explana- 
on. His persistent questioning eventually led to his 
asurer, but not before he had been backed 
| Edwards, who circulated a petition 
ranches calling for greater financial 
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and Blue festival. 

Sharron Edwards was expelled from the party for 
“sending out a disruptive, unconstitutional and 
alarmist petition’ and “stealing the party’s membership 
list”. Her husband was booted out on the additional 
charge of “encouraging a boycott of the Red White and 
Blue festival”. 

Before their expulsions the three heard Griffin defend 
his expenditure, presenting the meeting with two 
audited accounts produced by Adrian Davies and Keith 
Boyall. According to Lecomber, writing in the latest BNP 
members’ bulletin, both “confirmed that every penny 
was properly accounted for and that there was no ques- 
tion of any theft at all”. 

However, Newland has since claimed that neither 
man.was entirely happy with the information they had 
received. Although Boyall maintained that the figures 
seemed reasonable for the expenditure required; he had 
not been given access to either bank statements or 
receipts, which appears to contradict.Lecomber's:state- 
ment. In particular, Boyall declared that he had been 
given no details of the “loan repayment” to Lecomber 
from Trafalgar Club funds. 

Davies, who was not there in person but submitted a 
written report, concurred, claiming that invoices for a 
total of £5,850 were accounted for. He concluded that 
Newland was “fully justified in pressing for a proper 
explanation’, adding, “Nick might. very justifiably be 
reproached for dangerous and illegal risk-taking which 
could easily cause se! : 5 political embarrassment to 
the Party”. 
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Trafalgar Club. 

“At the same time as putting about this poison, a small 
clique of troublemakers did their best to stop the Red- 
White-and-Blue Festival, first by failing to organise it as 
arranged and then, after Mr. Griffin stepped in to salvage 
the event, by a concerted campaign of time-wasting 
sabotage, including trying to organise a boycott 
having the RWB transport telephone line cut o 
intention was to create a financial disaster which, 
topping off a pile of lies, would force Mr. Griffin to-step 
down as leader of the Party, to be replaced by a self- 
appointed committee headed by Sharron Edwards.” 

He added, in a move likely only to infuriate the 
Edwards's, that if they did not hand back the “stolen” 
party lists then the BNP would be forced to initiate legal 
action. 

If Griffin and Lecomber hope that they have nipped 
this “incipient faction fight in the bud before real lasting 
damage could occur”, they are likely to be sadly mis- 
taken. Searchlight has learnt that the Edwards's are con- 
sidering legal action of their own to challenge their 
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expulsions. Not only will this prove politically embar- 
rassing to the party leadership and demoralising to the 
membership, but it will undoubtedly reveal financial 
mismanagement within the party stretching back sev- 
eral years. 

In their defence, the Edwards's will claim that the ver- 
bal nature of their expulsion, coupled with the fact that 
they were not given an opportunity to prepare a defence 
or call witnesses, are all contrary to natural justice’ The 
fact that no one in the BNP has a copy of its new consti- 
tution, changed drastically more than six months ago, 
will be used to strengthen their case. When pressed fora 
copy of the constitution at the Advisory Council meet- 
ing, Griffin replied meekly that everyone knew what the 
changes were. 

This will not be the first time a nazi party has been 
hauled before the High Court. In 1968 Andrew 
Fountaine overturned his expulsion from the National 
Front, which had been orchestrated by its chairman A K 
Chesterton. Although the NF had operated within its 
own constitution, the court found in Fountaine’s favour 
after the judge deemed his expulsion to have contra- 
vened the principles of natural justice. As is the case with 
the Edwards's, Fontaine had not been given the oppor- 
tunity to defend himself and call witnesses. He was 
eventually restored to party membership and the posi- 
tion of vice chairman and costs were awarded against 
Chesterton. 


Financial mismanagement 


Quite apart from any legal challenges to the Edwards’ 
expulsion, further trouble looms for the BNP leadership 
as more details emerge of financial mismanagement. 
Last month Searchlight reported the £1,500 cheque paid 
to Lecomber out of party funds. It was initially claimed 
that this was reimbursement for a printing bill that 
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NP, which, when topped up with Family Credit, gives 
him a weekly income of almost £250. But Lecomber was 
unhappy to learn that Griffin received double his salary 
(£1,000 a month) and arguing his worth, protested a 
need for parity. The £1,500 payment, paid in two 
cheques, was disguised so as to avoid a comparable 
reduction in State benefits. 

Further details have also emerged about the loan 
Griffin received from the party to build an extension to 
his house. It appears that Griffin took several thousand 
pounds from party funds to renovate a barn attached to 
the side of his house. He agreed to have a proportion 
taken out of his salary but decided to write off the 
remainder, claiming that the room was now available for 
party meetings and functions at no charge. 

Many respected BNP members are beginning to voice 
disquiet over the leadership “gravy train’. One BNP 
organiser told Searchlight: “No one begrudges people 
getting a wage, but it seems to be spiralling out of con- 
trol. No sooner have we raised money for the party then 
some in the leadership give themselves a pay rise, trips 
to the US and build extensions to their houses.” 

This unease was initially being articulated only by 
supporters of John Tyndall, the party’s former leader, but 
now others in the party, including some who supported 
Griffin during the leadership campaign, have joined the 
chorus of disapproval. In August Griffin and Lecomber 
were forced publicly to attack the party’s former national 
organiser, Richard Edmonds, in an Organisers’ Bulletin’ 
for voicing criticisms about increasing wages. 

The leadership’s defence will be made all the harder 
when news of payments to Jean Griffin, the leader's 
mother, for secretarial work becomes public. “As organ- 
isers we work tirelessly for the party and it’s not as if it’s a 
great career move,” said the BNP organiser. “But you get 
more than a bit annoyed when you hear that relative 
newcomers to the party are getting paid for doing some- 
thing we all do for nothing.” 


Political fallout 


Quite what damage this split will do to the BNP remains 
to be seen. In the short term it certainly seems to have 
had a demoralising effect on the membership, many of 
whom had been voicing their own disquiet over 
Lecomber’s increasingly arrogant and rude style. 

It is also likely to damage the party's prospects in the 
West Bromwich West parliamentary by-election; to be 
held some time in the autumn. In an area where the 
Edwards's have worked successfully for several years, 
obtaining 23% of the vote in Tipton in the May local elec- 
tions, the BNP had hoped not only to save its deposit but 
to secure a vote of well over 10%, With the party’s 
Birmingham South organiser, Lee Windridge, replacing 


Sharron Edwards as the candidate, the BNP vote will — ” 


almost certainly be lower. Much will depend on the 
Edwards’ reaction. Searchlight has heard rumours that 
she may stand as an independent “to teach the party a 
lesson”. If she does not stand, the National Front almost 
certainly will. 

The longer term repercussions from this feud are 
unclear. A High Court action could ruin the party finan- 
cially and politically, while the Edwards's might try and 
form their own party with Newland and a number of 
other BNP organisers who have become disillusioned 
with the BNP of late. Devoid of nazi trappings, this could 
be a dangerous development. 
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IN TRUE fascist populist tradition, the British National 
Party was quick to jump on the fuel protest bandwagon 
last month. “We most certainly have been involved,” BNP 
leader Nick Griffin told BBC Radio Wales towards the end 
of the dispute. “We didn’t start the protests but our peo- 
ple in various parts of the country have been involved.” 

While many have questioned the extent to which BNP 
members were actually present at the blockades, there is 
no doubt that the racists moved fast to exploit the situa- 
tion. A leaflet was reissued and circulated to organisers 
and the public via the party’s Internet site shortly after 
the dispute started. Originally issued during the last 
truckers’ protest in spring, the leaflet was circulated 
around a few picket lines in South Wales and the North 
West. 

A special “Fuel Rip Off” section on the BNP website 
provided political analysis, claiming that the fuel tax was 
a plot by “an over-paid, urban Labour Government” 
against the “Backbone of Britain”, a coalition of farmers, 
fisherman and rural Britain. 

The rhetoric used in the BNP’s propaganda owes 
much to Griffin's Third Positionist political schooling, 
with heavy emphasis on the results of globalisation and 
an anti-urban stance. The hauliers, the BNP explains, 
“are eking out a living in a globalised economy where the 
buying power of greedy Big Business monopolies, as well 
as high taxes, has slashed their margins to the bone. 
They've been proletarianised — the natural result of glob- 
alisation, a process which is all about reducing ordinary 
people to Third World economic status to make bigger 
profits for the super rich.” 

Again in true Griffin style, the material is packed with 
conspiracy theories about “Blair's Project”, his claim that 
the Government is trying to break up Britain, enter us 
into the “Euro Superstate”, flood the country with immi- 
grants and destroy a way of life and “Identity”. A BNP 
email bulletin goes further. “Expect to get your tele- 
phones cut off in a couple of days”, it warned supporters. 

While publicly the BNP praised the protesters for the 
non-violent nature of the campaign, privately it was 
encouraging people to act illegally. In an email bulletin to 
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supporters the party called on people to tamper with 
vehicles. Believing that the Government was going to 
bring in the Army to break the blockade, the bulletin told 
heavy vehicle drivers to “consider removing all their 
wheel nuts”. 

Not only does this contravene laws on tampering with 
a vehicle and damaging a vehicle with intent to endanger 
life, it leaves the party, or at least the distributor of this 
email bulletin, open to conspiracy charges. 

The bulletin, also circulated by Mark Cotterill, organ- 
iser of the American Friends of the BNP adds: 
“Immobilise vehicles on picket duty. Take precautions 
against the police trying to move vehicles by force. Take 
out ignition fuses. Remove the rotor arms on petrol vehi- 
cles. Put crook locks on. Lock the doors and hide the keys. 
And farmers — let’s see more round bales dumped at the 
entrances (but don't forget to cut the wrap). None of this 
will stop large numbers of police officers acting on orders 
to get tough, but it will slow them down enormously.” 

Its intervention into this dispute follows three years of 
attempting to woo “Middle England”, a loosely defined 
group that is supposed to encompass the typical Daily 
Mail reader — small business, farmers and the suburban 
middle class. In 1998 the BNP launched its countryside 
campaign, producing two issues of its British 
Countryman newspaper and a collection of leaflets that 
targeted farmers, green belt protestors, foxhunters and 
fishermen. It is from among these groups that Griffin 
hopes to build his new BNP. Having moved from London 
in the mid-1980s, he has never been particularly enam- 
oured with the urban working class. In 1997 he admitted 
to undercover TV reporters that white people left in east 
London were “too stupid to do anything about it”. 

But it seems that not everyone was impressed with the 
BNP intervention in the fuel dispute. The BBC Wales 
interview was conducted after some protesters com- 
plained about the BNP presence. 

Indeed, Searchlight has learnt that self-appointed 
protest leader Brynle Williams had the BNP very much in 
mind when he told protesters shortly before the dispute 
finished that they wanted no trouble with the police. 
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by Sam King 


THERE IS a saying that you can tell a lot about 
people by the company they keep. If Mrs Adair 
really thought that she could convince the 
Government to reverse its decision to imprison 
her husband then she could have hardly have cho- 
sen a worse group of people with whom to lobby 
Downing Street. 

On Saturday 9 September a ragbag contingent 
of nazis and loyalists picketed Downing Street 
calling for the release of Johnny Adair. Brought 
together under the Ulster Defence Association 
front group, the British Ulster Alliance, they held a 
picket on the pavement opposite Downing Street 
while Mrs Adair and a few supporters delivered a 
letter to Number 10. 

“The British Ulster Alliance calls on the British 
Prime Minister, Tony Blair, to immediately cease 
the internment of Johnny Adair,” its press state- 
ment read. “We view the blatant use of internment 
as a clear case of victimisation against a promi- 
nent and influential member of the Loyalist com- 
munity.” 

But in a clear indication that Adair has been 
involved in illegal activities, it continued: 
“Republican prisoners, freed as a result of the 
early release scheme, have taken part in high pro- 
file, resident associations protests that have lead 
[sic] to public acts of disorder ... presumably it is 
acceptable for Republicans to take part in violent 
public disorder but not for Loyalists to do similar.” 

The UDA’s London leader, Frank Portinari, had 
organised the event, but on the day he kept a low 
profile. The task of marshalling it was left to his 


Keeping bad company 






































sidekick, Rob “The Pig” Hilton, although he too did 
his best to hide his face from the press. 

The bulk of the audience was made up of 
National Front supporters, including Steve 
Rowland, Terry Blackham and its youth and Surrey 
organiser, Simon Northfield. It once again high- 
lighted the close links between the two groups, 
with Portinari having been the guest speaker at a 
recent NF annual general meeting. 

Another well known nazi present was lan 
Holloway, better known to Searchlight readers as 
lan Cockburn. A former Ku Klux Klan activist, 
Holloway has been a strong supporter of the nazi 
terror group Combat 18 since its inception. His 
presence was therefore slightly surprising, espe- 
cially considering the threats Portinari has made 
against C18 activist Mark Atkinson. Yet quite how 
his presence on the BUA event will go down with 
the C18 leadership remains to be seen. 

The protest ended as quickly as it began, with 
the 40 Adair supporters marching off up Whitehall 
with their Union Jacks and Adair placards trailing 
behind them. With so many nazis on view, it is 
doubtful whether Adair’s cause has been helped 
by this little show of solidarity. 


@ Last month police arrested and charged C18 
leader Will Browning for affray relating to an inci- 
dent on the Bloody Sunday march in January 1998. 
He was bailed at Bow Street magistrates court. 
The officers who carried out the arrest were the 
same ones who arrested Jason Marriner and Andy 
Frain in March for incidents on the same day. 
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Cook attacks 
Tory right 


by Kate Taylor 


OBIN COOK, the Foreign Secretary, has named 
Right Now!, the far-right conservative quarterly, 
™ “Ain an attack on William Hague’s failure to combat 
extremism within the Tory Party. 

In the run-up to the Conservative Party conference, to 
be held in Bournemouth this month, Cook has drawn 
attention to renewed allegations of racism following 
Hague’s shift to the right. Seeking to distance them- 
selves from the ever centre-facing Labour Party, the 
Tories have resumed their attacks on asylum seekers 
and foreign workers bringing a xenophobic element to 
the forefront of party policy. 

In a speech to the Livingston Labour Party last 
month, Cook emphasised the extent to which Hague’s 
party has failed to embrace multicultural Britain. He 
told the constituency that under Hague, “it is extremism 
that is tolerated in the Conservative Party. No action has 
been taken against the far-right publication Right Now! 
Not only is Conservative MP Andrew Hunter a patron of 
the magazine, Ann Widdecombe has hosted a meeting 
for them in the House of Commons.” 
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Conservative Central Office has consistently down- 
played the seriousness of Conservative associations 
with Right Now!, refusing to condemn the racist maga- 
zine. 

Right Now! was launched as a quarterly magazine in 
autumn 1993 with the aim of being “the voice of the 
patriotic and Conservative Right”. It is run by Derek 
Turner, former leader of the Social Action Initiative, an 
Irish neo-nazi group, who once described himself as 
“your neighbourhood Nazi”. Not an edition of the mag- 
azine goes by without a tirade against immigration and 
multiculturalism, which he describes as a “pernicious 
ideology”. 

Tory MPs who have contributed to Right Now! or have 
been interviewed in its pages include Teresa Gorman, 
Sir Teddy Taylor, John Redwood, Mr Hunter and Ann 
Widdecombe, the Shadow Home Secretary. 

Hague's own efforts at playing the “race card” were 
never more evident than in the controversy that Dr Liam 
Fox, the Conservative health spokesman, caused when 
he announced in August that the growing number of for- 
eign doctors in British hospitals could prove to be “fatal” 
and that patients were “suffering at their hands”. In 
Cook’s words, Fox “is guilty of encouraging prejudice’. 

The Foreign Secretary added, “Soon after his election 
as leader, William Hague visited the Notting Hill 
Carnival and promised to make the Conservatives an 
inclusive and tolerant party. Three years later we can 
see how hollow that promise was ... Their vision of 
Britain is narrow and reactionary. They are the party of 
the few not the many ... They sneeringly refer to any 
attempt to tackle discrimination as ‘political correct- 
ness’.” 

The effort to keep clear blue waters between itself and 
the Labour Party has caused the Conservative Party to 
become increasingly vulnerable to a number of extrem- 
ists who were previously consigned to the lunatic 
fringes. 

Hague’s failure to contain the reactionary outbursts of 
his members was starkly highlighted by a letter that 
appeared in The Daily Telegraph last month. The letter, 
co-signed by 13 members of the Tory Party, was sent to 
express disgust at a Labour proposal to import more 
foreign workers. 

“Is the public really ready to see another million 
immigrants in the next decade on top of another 
already high annual inflow?” the letter asked. “Our 
experience as Conservative prospective candidates ... 
leads us to believe that they are not ... We look forward 
to joining William Hague in campaigning against 
Labour's proposals with the same clarity and vigour that 
he has shown over the asylum question.” 

A number of the letter’s signatories were formerly 
active in the right-wing Federation of Conservative 
Students. 

Such views prompted Robin Cook to state unequivo- 
cally, “when William Hague talks of Britain being threat- 
ened by a ‘flood’ of asylum seekers, he is exploiting 
fear”. He added that a party must “accept and embrace 
the multicultural society that Britain has become. The 
Conservatives show no sign that they understand this 
point.” 

The strong anti-immigration stance expressed by the 
Tory leadership and a number of members, coupled 
with the party’s unwaning support for section 28, 
recently prompted Ivan Massow to express his disgust 
by leaving the party, describing it as “just plain nasty”. 

Cook reached the conclusion that, “If we are to build 
Britain as a stable and successful multicultural society, 
politicians need to mind their language. They should 
stigmatise racism, not legitimise it.” So long as the Tory 
Party continues to remain silent about its MPs’ associa- 
tion with the likes of Right Now! it will remain an exclu- 
sive party that answers to the whims of reactionaries 
and extremists, rather than the diverse population that 
makes up Britain. 
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Honal fascist axis 





AS ITALY totters on the brink of a snap general election 
the right is pulling out all the stops in an effort to gain 
power. Mirroring the rise of the fascist Jorg Haider in 
Austrian polls is the revival of Italy’s far right and its allies. 

Reactionary forces from within Vatican circles and for- 
mer senior members of the old corrupt Christian 
Democrats have been courting and being courted by 
Silvio Berlusconi, the convicted right-wing populist mul- 
timillionaire, his political partner Gianfranco Fini, leader 
of the fascist National Alliance, and Umberto Bossi of the 
separatist Northern League, as well as the riff raff groups 
of old and new fascists, extremists and antisemites cur- 
rently hanging around Berlusconi in his right-wing broad 
front, the Pole of Liberty. 

Berlusconi is now directing his appeal to the Italian 
public in almost scatter-gun fashion, making demands 
for the protection of the traditional Italian family and its 
values, whatever they may be, at the same time as push- 
ing soft porn images to appeal to young men, and prob- 
ably a few older ones, who have been driven towards the 
right by fear for their own and their nation’s virility. 

At a private breakfast meeting last spring between 
Berlusconi, Fini and the former US Ambassador Maxwell 
Rabb, an old friend of the Italian far right, a fourth person 
present was Pierfernando Casini. Casini, a member of the 
Christian Centre Democrats, is known in Italy as the 
Ayatollah of the Catholic fundamentalist movement. 

But as well as courting Catholics, the Pole of Liberty is 
also trying to win friends among right-wing Jews in Israel 
and New York. The Jewish community in Rome and the 
new and growing community in Trieste, recently 
enlarged by Jews leaving Carinthia, the Austrian province 
under Haider's political control, now fear they may be 
endangered and isolated by those Israelis who share 
many of Berlusconi’s and Fini’s political views. Rabb is 
the the key player in these dirty political dealings. 

Earlier this year a report circulated that a youth camp 
for followers of Berlusconi’s and Fini’s youth wings, as 
well as youth from the Northern League, was attended by 
an official group from the youth movement of Israel’s 
right-wing Likud Party. It took place at the very time that 
an Italian MP was complaining that the Northern 
League’s official website carried vicious anti-Jewish 
material and pro-nazi slogans. The Likud group was led 
by Eli Cohen, a political councillor to former Israeli Prime 
Minister Bibi Netanyahu. Cohen declared that his party 
preferred Fini to the left who support the Palestinians. 

But there may be more than politics at play as 
Berlusconi and Netanyahu appear to share an interest in 
spreading Berlusconi’s business empire even wider. 

Fini’s attempts to secure an invitation to visit Israel 
were denounced by Israel’s Foreign Minister, Yossi Beilin, 
who is said to be furious over the links between Italy’s fas- 
cists and the Israeli far right. 


Haider has been busy building his own part of the Axis 
through a gathering earlier this year in Klagenfurt, 
Austria. Invitations to the Festival of Friends were 
addressed to the far right in Germany, Italy and Slovenia. 
The Italian delegation was headed by a notorious old fas- 
cist, Paolo Ciani. 

Adriano Tilgher’s Forza National, also part of 
Berlusconi's political formation, held its own summer 
beanfeast. The main guest speaker turned out out to be a 
founding member of the Red Army Faction, the German 
1970's terror group. 

One fascist group that remains outside Berlusconi's 
Pole of Liberty is Roberto Fiore’s Forza Nuova. Trieste, an 
Italian enclave bordering Slovenia, has become a prime 
stronghold of the group. 

Fiore has addressed the German National Democratic 
Party (NPD) in recent months, as has Derek Holland, the 
mad monk of the International Third Position. The party 
is facing a possible ban in Germany next month, follow- 
ing the ban on Blood and Honour’s German section, with 
which the NPD has close ties. This fear may be behind 
rumours that the NPD has shifted key personnel and 
assets to Trieste, which is set to become a crossroads for 
Haider, the Italian far right, German nazi exiles and 
Slovenians, who appear to supply a lot of the illegal fire 
power to Europe's extreme right. 


Fascist exile causes stir 


Italy has been rocked by disclosures coming arising from a 
Commission of Inquiry into the role of the state and 
outside influences during some of the darkest days of the 
country’s postwar history, when bombings, killings and 
frame-ups were regular occurrences. Matters that many 
thought were leftist fantasies have turned out to be true 
Gerry Gable writes. 

Important evidence has emerged from Gianadelio 
Maletti, who left Italy in a hurry after the failed coup 
attempt by the fascist Prince Borghese and has since then 
lived in exile in South Africa. In an interview with the Italian 
newspaper La Repubblica, he states firmly that the CIA 
was behind many of the terrorist attacks of the 1970s and 
that Nato not only was involved with Gladio (the “stay 
behind” operation) but was also linked with the acts of 
terror. He also put the fascist leader Pino Rauti, who has 
now returned to mainstream Italian politics, right back in 
the frame. 

Government ministers who succeeded in getting some 
state files opened after 1997 are demanding that all the 
Secret Service files from the 1940s onwards be made 
public. Many expect that these will reveal dirty dealing 
even before the final shots of the Second World War were 
fired. 
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A reader just 
returned 
from Spain 
sent us this 
disturbing 
picture of 
fascist 
slogans in 
Albacete, the 
former base 
of the 
International 
Brigades. 
Other anti- 
Jewish 
slogans were 
prominent 
on the 
Madrid 
subway and 
on the 
Brigades’ 
memorial at 
Albacete 
University 
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A Terry 
Blackham on 
the Free 
Johnny Adair 
protest last 
month 
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Power struggle 
over National Front 
chairmanship 


a 


, NUMBER of long-time nazis and at least one new 
) one are vying for political control of the National 
“4Front. The party has lacked an effective chairman 
for a long time. John McAuley, the lacklustre former 
leader from Hertfordshire, is still nominally a member 
but has no authority. 

Terry Blackham, the much convicted thug from south- 
east London, is running the NF’s street activities nation- 
ally but lacks credibility for the top job. 

A new face on the NF scene is Mick Holmes from 
Nottingham. He recently attempted to throw his hat in 
the ring with his firebrand style of militant Aryan war- 
riorhood. He claims it is his leadership that has given the 
NF two thriving units in Nottingham and Leicester, but 
has been rejected for the chairmanship because he has 
not been in the party long enough. He promises he will 
stand next year and that his three years of previous activ- 
ity in the British National Party will look good on his CV. 

Another contender is Eddie Morrison, who has done 
wonders for the party in developing its website and 
speaking at meetings. Although most NF members are 
thrilled by his achievements and his plans to make the 
NF the British chapter of a world organisation of national 
socialists, there are strong reservations over his fitness to 
become chairman because of his drink problem. 

Stories have also circulated that he is unreliable with 
money, although they are probably more the result of 
dirty tricks by his rivals rather than the truth. 

What few NF members know is that negotiations have 
been going on behind the scenes between Morrison and 
John Tyndall, the leader of the NF in its heyday and, until 
he was ousted by Nick Griffin, the leader of the BNP for 
18 years. 
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Until recently it appeared that Tyndall was holding on 
in the BNP in the hope that he might win back his old job 
in next year’s party elections. But because of the possi- 
bility that the damage Griffin is causing to the BNP could 
destroy it, Tyndall is looking around for something else 
to lead. 

Morrison is a long-time national socialist who had 
been in and out of regional office in the NF and BNP 
because of rows with Tyndall, which appear to have their 
roots in personal differences rather than political ones. 
Some months ago he contacted Tyndall with a view to 
persuading him to join the NE How this would go down 
with the likes of Blackham and Holmes is unclear. 

Tyndall failed to attend the first meeting but as things 
have worsened in the BNP he has started to think more 
seriously about the NF as an option and has been cast- 
ing around his contacts to see if Morrison is off or on the 
wagon. If he is dry, it is likely Tyndall will move ahead 
with negotiations. 

The result, after the NF’s annual meeting in 
November, could be Tyndall as a national figurehead in 
the guise of an honorary president, Morrison as chair 
and Blackham as national organiser or secretary. 

A meeting of NF senior officers on 1 October was 
expected to discuss the party’s future agenda. In a pre- 
emptive move, Morrison produced his own detailed 
blueprint for the NF some months ago. 

One obstacle in Morrison’s way may be that despite 
being a nazi he is still nominally a Catholic, which the 
NF’s loyalists such as Blackham would detest. 


Public order threat 


Notwithstanding the NF’s lack of leadership, the party 
has announced plans to fight Eltham at the next general 
election. The move will come as a blow to race relations 
in the area where Stephen Lawrence was butchered by a 
racist gang seven years ago. 

Eltham is Blackham’s home ground and has seen 
something of a revival for fascist fortunes some 18 
months after the publication of Sir William 
Macpherson’s report into Stephen Lawrence's death. In 
the past few months the NF appears to have made as 
many as 40 to 50 new recruits and local meetings are 
said to be well attended. 

The election announcement will certainly upset the 
BNP as it has achieved some good local election results in 
southeast London, including a 26% vote for Colin Smith, 
a well known criminal and nazi. The BNP has been eying 
up the area for a major drive at the next election. 

Elsewhere, the NF has in recent months exchanged its 
fortnightly outings to the seaside at Margate and Dover 
for fresh fields in Leicester and Nottingham. While the 
marches gained publicity, the party could not produce 
the numbers. The Nottingham demonstration, which 
should have enjoyed national support, wound up with 
around 45 marchers led by Morrison and John Wood, the 
bearded veteran nazi big mouth from Sheffield. 

Following the demise of the BNP’s one-time high pro- 
file street activities, the NF is attempting to convince its 
followers that it is a party of growth. However outside the 
East Midlands and Southeast the party is stagnating, 
with the same old faces carted around in a pair of 
minibuses and two cars to every action. In Scotland the 
NE like the BNP is faced with a nationalist revolt among 
its officers. 

As Searchlight goes to press, news came in that the NF 
had applied to hold a march on the south coast in late 
September, probably in Eastbourne or Hastings. 

The party is desperate to make a good showing at this 
year’s Remembrance Sunday march. Morrison has been 
appealing to old NF members to search their attics for 
banners and flags for their day out. 

The party has a drum corps and a few flag bearers who 
have appeared recently, but overall the NF remains a 
pale shadow of what it was in its glory days. 


Searchlight October 2000 10 


Blackshirts 


CHARLIE SARGENT, the former Combat 18 leader cur- 
rently in prison for serving a life sentence for killing a 
fellow nazi, is the latest target in a hate-filled CD pro- 
duced by the band, the Blackshirts. The CD, titled The 
Blackshirts Rise Again, also contains the usual racist 
fare, leaving the band, producers and distributors open 
to prosecution. 

The song, It ain't over til the Fatman swings, is dedi- 
cated to attacking Charlie Sargent: 


“Charlie Sargent you fucking scum 
For the rest of your days 

You'll live on the run 

Killed a good comrade, led us a dance 
You'll hang by the neck 

If we're given a chance.” 


It is not only the former C18 leader who is singled 
out for attack. Three of the ten songs on the album are 
devoted to the internecine warfare that has split 
Britain’s small band of hardcore nazis. One song, paro- 
dying the infamous No Remorse CD, Barbecue in 
Rostock, is called Barbecue in Romford. The song is an 
attack on the National Socialist Movement and its for- 
mer leaders, such as Dave Myatt. 

Taking their name from Oswald Mosley’s 1930s fas- 
cist movement, the Blackshirts, who come from east 
London, are also known as Chingford Attack. Under 
that name they produced a CD earlier this year called 
Reds Better Run When We're on the Attack. Band mem- 
ber Mathew Keown was jailed this summer for an 
assault on a black man. 

That CD contained songs with titles such as Dirty 
Black Bastard and Coon Hunt, though was most notable 
for praising the sending of letter bombs to the Olympic 
swimmer turned TV presenter, Sharon Davies. Ms 
Davies became a hate figure for C18 because of her rela- 
tionship with the former black athlete Derek Redmond. 

Police raided a house that band members shared 
within days of Searchlight running a story exposing the 
Reds Better Run When We're on the Attack CD (see 
Searchlight April 2000). Although they found an array 
of weapons, including knives and baseball bats, and a 
quantity of racist material, no one has yet been 
charged. Only small quantities of the Chingford Attack 
CD were found and it is unclear whether the police are 
even considering prosecuting the band members for 
performing on the CD despite several song tracks 
clearly breaching the Public Order Act. 

This highlights a fundamental problem in curtailing 
racist music. To date, no one has ever been prosecuted 
for performing racist lyrics. This lack of action allows 
groups to continue to produce racist music and sell it 
from abroad with impunity. 

The latest CD includes two songs that incite racial 
hatred: Wake Up and Raise ’em to the ground. Action 
needs to be taken against the band, producers and dis- 
tributors of this latest CD, who by taking advantage of 
the fact that they have not yet been prosecuted for the 
last CD are sticking two fingers up not only at anti- 
racists, but at Britain’s legal system itself. 

Without such action C18 bands will continue to pro- 
duce and distribute racist music, making a mockery of 
the police’s commitment to act against racism. Surely 
there are few clearer cases of inciting racism than this. 
While Searchlight welcomes the raid on an alleged dis- 
tributor of racist music in Southampton recently, it is 
time for the actual makers of the music to be taken out 
of circulation. 


Wake Up 


How much longer must I wait for you 
To wake up to the lies of the evil Jew 
Stand up for your Race 

And stand proud and free 

But you just stand there and watch TV 


Wake Up - Hear the calling 
Race War - The final warning 
Wake Up - Hear the calling 
Race War - Our day is dawning 
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Raise ’em to the ground = 6" 






Raise ’em to the ground - 
Burn ’em fucking down 
Synagogues and Mosques 
Raise ’em to the ground 


More and more are built 
Each and every day 

So filthy ethnic races 

Can have their place to pray 
They pray and think about 
The place they love so much 
So why don’t they 

Just fuck off back 

And stop poncing off of us 


Its up to us to fight 

To reclaim what is ours 
The government don’t give a shit 
Sitting in their ivory tower 

So follow us 

To win England back 

Burn the fuckers out 

Destroy their Mosques and Synagogues 
Raise ’em to the ground 
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Nazi black metal leader 
arrested in the US 





the authorities, one of the leading figures in the 

fledgling international national socialist black 
metal music scene has been arrested in the US. For 
nearly two months, agents from the US Marshals’ 
Service tracked Hendrick Mébus (aka Jarl Flagg 
Nidhoegg), a neo-nazi murderer wanted in Germany, 
across the country. On 29 August, they followed Mébus 
as he left the compound of the National Alliance, detain- 
ing him outside a family restaurant in Lewisburg, West 
Virginia. 

Mobus had begun his tour of the American racist 
underground nine months earlier, more than 4,000 km 
from where he was finally arrested. Although there was 
an international arrest warrant out for him, Mébus flew 
into the Seattle-Tacoma International Airport using his 
real name in December 1999. He then travelled from 
Washington State, to Ohio, Virginia, and many points in 
between, before ending up at the National Alliance 
headquarters. 

M6bus’s cross-country trek sheds light onto the 
increasingly international nature of the national social- 
ist black metal underground, the growth of the network 
in the US, and the inroads William Pierce and the 
National Alliance have made into that scene. 


ys Vier A year after going underground to elude 















































































































































Black metal as white noise 


While news reports of the arrest described Mébus only 
as a “neo-Nazi” and highlighted Pierce as “the author of 
The Turner Diaries”, it was not the racist pulp novel that 
brought the two together but a shared interest in the 
white power music industry. 

Now that Pierce controls a big chunk of the skinhead 
side of the white power music business, he has turned 
his attention to black metal. (For an introduction to the 
nazi black metal scene, see Searchlight, June 1999.) With 
the Resistance Records catalogue lacking black metal 
titles, and a staff unfamiliar with the European nazi 
black metal scene, Pierce needed help. That help showed 
up on his doorstep, dressed in black. 

Pierce made his interest in the nazi black metal scene 
known last year when describing his plans for 
Resistance Records, “The resurrected company will 
handle a much broader spectrum of White resistance 
music, including genres such as Gothic and black 
metal” (National Alliance Bulletin, August 1999). In 
every issue since Pierce took over, the glossy pages of 
Resistance magazine have included references to black 
metal. The spring 2000 Resistance includes a lengthy 
article with the headline “Is Black Metal a White Noise?” 
In addition to promoting black metal, the article high- 
lights Mébus, remarking, “He is now on the run, wanted 
by German authorities with an international arrest 
order”. Pierce describes Modbus as “a young German 
musician who has made a name for himself with resist- 
ance music in Europe”, whom he first met three months 
ago. 

Pierce used the time with Mébus to secure entry into 
the black metal scene in the US and Europe. Pierce 
explains, “I invited him to stay as my guest and help me 
establish new outlets in Europe for my records. And 
that’s what he did for ten weeks. He stayed as my guest, 
and we talked about the role of music in our overall 
effort.” One of the developments to come out of the pair- 
ing has been the new role the National Alliance is play- 
ing in Cymophane Records - an American/Swedish 
black metal label with access to mainstream distribution 
channels in the US. 

In return for Mébus’s assistance, Pierce is helping 
Mobus in his legal battle. With the assistance of Pierce, 
Mobus filed paperwork with the US Immigration and 
Naturalization Services requesting political asylum. On 
9 September, Pierce put out a plea for funds to hire a 
lawyer for Mobus to fight extradition. 


White Order of Thule 


Before making his way to the National Alliance head- 
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Pierce left 


Hendrick 
Mobus (aka 
Jarl Flagg 
Nidhoegg) 
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quarters in Hillsboro, West Virginia, where he stayed for 8 


nearly two months, Mébus bounced back and forthgs 
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between Ohio (a National Alliance stronghold) and 
Richmond, Virginia. 

Richmond is the headquarters of the White Order of 
Thule, a small, esoteric neo-nazi group that draws inspi- 
ration from everyone from Savitri Devi to Nietzsche to 
George Lincoln Rockwell. Describing itself as “a 
Brotherhood, a loose alignment of Aryan minds, hearts 
and souls, together only for the philosophy, fraternity, 
and spirituality, respectively, which will further all work 
for the Cause’, it publishes a sporadic journal, Crossing 
the Abyss. 

The group’s educational programme teaches its few 
members everything from “Practical Occultism’, 
‘Jungian psychology” and “Archetypal Pathworking”, to 
“Folkish Hygiene” and “Hermetic Philosophy”. White 
Order of Thule study books include, Imperium, Mein 
Kampf, The Decline of the West, Might is Right, Revolt 
Against the Modern World, and Twilight of the Idols. It 
also provided a network to help get Mébus across the 
country, starting with Fenris Wolf. 


Fenris Wolf 


After a short stay in the Seattle area in December 1999, 
MG6bus travelled across the mountains to stay in Elk, 
Washington, just north of Spokane, where he lived with 
Nathan Pett (aka Nate Zorn). 

Pett publishes a photocopied fanzine called Fenris 
Wolf, described as “the Revolutionary Voice of the Pagan 
Liberation League”. The publication is a crude attempt at 
melding esoteric nazi ideas with the white power skin- 
head scene. In the three years of Fenris Wolf's existence, 
Pett has bounced across the United States, publishing 
from Louisiana, Missouri and Washington State. 
Earlier this year, Pett affiliated Fenris 
Wolf to the Pagan Front, an interna- 
tional coalition of organisations, 
record labels, bands, fanzines 
and individuals dedicated to 
promoting the national 
socialist black metal 
underground. Until he 
became a fugitive, the 
Pagan Front was led by 
. Moébus. The Pagan 
Front views black 
» metal as “the arche- 
typal expression of 
white men [sic] 
souls”, and promotes 
its racism in extreme 
music subcultures. It 
currently has mem- 
ber organisations in 
the USA, Australia, 
Canada, 
Romania, Poland 
and France. 
Fenris Wolf is 
also the 
Northwest _ fac- 
: tion of the White 

. Order of Thule. 

Mo6bus had fled 
Germany to avoid 
serving a possible 
five-year prison 
term. Having 
received a request 
for help from the 
German govern- 
ment in 
March, 
the US 












































































































































authorities discovered Mébus’s presence in eastern 
Washington and filed an arrest warrant on 7 July. 


Mobus the absurd 


The German government's eagerness to capture Mébus 
was hardly surprising in the light of the young man’s 
activities over the past decade. MG6bus’s nazi career 
started while he was still at school in Erfurt, east 
Germany, when at the age of 16 he and two classmates 
formed a death metal band called Absurd. The band 
soon became famous for their actions rather than their 
music. 

On 29 April 1993, Mébus and two cohorts brutally 
murdered Sandro Beyer, a classmate, whom they have 
since called a “Volksschadling”, which roughly translates 
as race defiler. In January 1994 the three were found 
guilty of murder and several other charges and Mébus 
received an eight-year sentence. While the band mem- 
bers were serving their time, a member of the Polish 
national socialist black metal band Graveland released 
Absurd’s demo tape “Thuringian Pagan Madness” dur- 
ing the summer of 1995, which helped propel the group 
to fame within the national socialist black metal scene. A 
flattering interview in the book Lords of Chaos also con- 
tributed to their notoriety and Absurd has become a cor- 
nerstone of the international nazi black metal scene. 

Released on parole in August 1998, Mébus issued a 
public statement announcing that Beyer’s murder had 
not been a crime because Beyer did not fit the “picture” 
of the German race. He ran foul of German law again in 
October that year when he was charged with displaying 
Nazi symbols. 

Linking up with the international nazi black metal 
scene, M6bus became head of the German branch of the 
Heathen Front. Founded by Varg Vikernes, the impris- 
oned Norwegian neo-nazi black metal artist, the 
Heathen Front describes itself as “a neo-heathen and 
racially aware movement, which struggles to secure the 
Aryan peoples existence”. The Heathen Front now has 
chapters in seven countries: Norway, Sweden, Finland, 
Germany, Russia, The Netherlands and the United 
States. In addition to promoting its own brand of eso- 
teric racism, it publishes books by Vikernes and pro- 
motes releases from his one-man band, Burzum. 


Darker than black 


Mobus also founded Darker than Black (DTB) Records, 
which quickly became one of the leading national 
socialist black metal labels. He befriended the Saxonian 
Hammerskins, which allowed DTB to reach a distribu- 
tion deal with Germany’s Hate Records, one of the 
biggest distributors of white power music in Europe. The 
fusion of black metal and white power was completed in 
July 1999, when Hate Records purchased DTB. At the 
same time, Mobus was sentenced to eight months in 
prison for displaying Nazi symbols. Although he publicly 
announced his departure from DTB Records, he contin- 
ued to control the label from behind the scenes. 

On 6 October 1999, the German authorities raided 
DTB Records, No Colours Records and Burznazg 
Productions. In the aftermath, Mébus was sentenced to 
an additional 18 months in prison for the distribution of 
Nazi propaganda. Faced with a possible five years in 
prison, Mébus resolved to run. 

As the German headquarters of DTB Records was 
being shut down, Mébus made plans to continue his 
operations in the United States. He negotiated a distri- 
bution deal with a small black metal distributor, Bestial 
Offerings, in Midland, Texas, which agreed to become 
DTB Vinland, a mail-order outlet for DTB products. He 
also negotiated a deal with another Texas black metal 
label, Ancestral Research Records. His newfound con- 
nection to Resistance and now Mébus'’s arrest mean that 
these arrangements are likely to come to nought. 


HEN 40-YEAR-OLD Noel Martin cries, the tears 
WW: slowly down his face. His shoulder twitches 

as if to draw his hand to his cheek. Nothing hap- 
pens. His fingers remain lifeless on a metal track on his 
wheelchair. A stranger’s hand takes a handkerchief and 
wipes his face carefully. 

The Afro-Caribbean building worker can feel his right 
arm only as far as his elbow. His forearm and hand are 
fixed to the track. To move around the ground floor of his 
Victorian home in Birmingham, Noel has to jerk his 
shoulder and his right upper arm to direct his lifeless 
hand, via the track, to the steering mechanism of the 
wheel chair, a yellow foam-covered ball. 

Noel feels it important to show visitors what this 
means: “I can drive the wheelchair but if my hand falls 
down, I can’t lift it again on my own,” he says, describing 
his life since the night of 12 June 1996. “I have been a 
prisoner in my own body for four years.” 

On that fateful evening, he and two workmates were 
travelling to take up new jobs as plasterers on a building 
site in Halle, eastern Germany. He never made it. The 
journey from the small Brandenburg town of Mahlow to 
Halle ended abruptly when his old Jaguar ran into a tree 
after a six kilogramme rock crashed through its rear win- 
dow. The motive of the man who hurled the rock, Sandro 
R., then 18, was racism and hatred of foreigners. 

Until then, Noel and his two black colleagues had 
been working for 18 months as self-employed subcon- 
tractors on a building site in Mahlow and living in a con- 
tainer hut. Their time in Germany had been interrupted 
only by short holidays in Birmingham. 

On their way out of Mahlow, the three men stopped 
for a Chinese meal. Leaving the restaurant, they were 
subjected to verbal abuse from a group of local youths 
hanging around the adjacent railway station. 

They were used to that. But they had not bargained for 
what came next. After driving off, they noticed they were 
being followed by a car containing Sandro R. and one of 
his racist friends, but it was too late for them to escape. 

When the racists drew up alongside and lobbed the 
stone, the shock — rather than the impact — caused Noel 
to lose control of his car and hit the tree. His colleagues 
got away with bruises but Noel spent several days in 
hospital with two broken vertebrae in danger of losing 
his life. The long-term consequence was near total 
paralysis. 

The following weeks, spent in intensive care in a 
Berlin hospital, are still but hazy memories. “I asked 
myself often why I should continue to live,” he says. 
Eventually the wish “to win back as much of my life as 
possible” prevailed, although his doctors warned that 
movement would be limited to talking and gentle 
motions of the head. 

During a five-months stay in a rehabilitation centre 
near Birmingham, Noel observed other patients with 
lesser paralysis using weights to train their upper body 
and arm muscles. “I lay the whole day thinking about 
how I could have a go at moving those weights,” he adds, 
but his doctors found the mere suggestion that he 
should use this rudimentary training equipment far- 
fetched. After he insisted, however, a physiotherapist 
agreed to help him experiment with the weights. 

She strapped his lifeless hands to the bar used to lift 
the weights but nothing happened. “It was as if I was sit- 
ting in a chair in the middle of a room and trying 
through sheer willpower to shift the furniture.” After 
weeks of attempts, he made a small breakthrough and 
“suddenly”, says Noel, “I could raise my shoulders”. 

But the most simple things remain difficult. If Noel 
wants to open a newspaper and turn the pages, he has to 
hold a long, spoon-like wooden stick, with rubber burls 
on the end, in his mouth. “There's an electrical gadget 
that turns the pages but I can’t afford it. In any case, it is 
hard for me to concentrate. Watching TV and videos is 
easier,” he explains. 

The large television and the telephone, which domi- 


Search 


“... to win back a: 


nate his living room, are his main links to the world out- 
side and necessities for survival. By jolting his head 
back, Noel can switch on the telephone, television, video 
and light via a sensor. With further slight head move- 
ments, he can search out telephone numbers stored in 
the machine and begin to dial. 

How does he manage to cope with this life? Noel’s 
voice falters and murmurs, “since Jackie’s death, hardly 
at all”. After he became paralysed, it was his companion, 
Jackie Shields, who organised his day-to-day existence, 
calling the social services if nurses did not appear, taking 
care of the countless bills and ensuring that their home 
was not repossessed. 

In April she died of cancer. “That rock and the stress 
she endured afterwards killed her,” says Noel with great 
conviction. Since then, his strongest emotion has been 
fear, even though friends and relatives visit him every 
day and ensure the care services do not forget him. 

For a year, Noel and Jackie lived off their savings, 
donations and a paltry £83 a week disability benefit until 
the state of Brandenburg started to cough up some 
money. Now, under a victims’ compensation law, origi- 
nally enacted for wounded Wehrmacht soldiers, Noel 
receives a pension of around £1,000 a month pension 
from Brandenburg. 

On top of this comes money to pay a care worker, 
whose attendance is limited to 12 hours a day and is out- 
side Noel’s control. “What that means is that instead of 
having a person of my own choice and who I can trust 
around me, I am confronted constantly with new care 
workers sent by the social services.” 

His fear of poverty is tangible. As a 10-year-old, he 
came to England from Jamaica. His family was poor and 
school did not go too well but, by learning a trade in the 
construction industry and employing “a lot of disci- 
pline’, he made the leap to a better life. 

All that remains now are his memories, his photo- 
graphs and the house. A photo album shows a different 
life: Noel with dreadlocks and the then fashionable 
“flower power” look and Noel and Jackie out riding, 
which was a weekend ritual for the couple for many 
years. 

Talking about his days as a reggae enthusiast, his visits 
to discos with Jackie and his fondness for fast horses, his 
voice is tender and visitors forget for a brief moment the 
wheelchair and Jackie’s grave, surrounded by flowers, 
visible through the rear window of the living room. “I 
had her buried in the back garden so that I could be with 
her and see her,” he explains. 

Asked about his time in Germany, he talks of friends in 
Mahlow and a group in Bonn that supplied him with the 
silver-grey modified Mercedes van parked in front of his 
door, to give him the chance to leave the house. 
“Unfortunately,” he says, “the wheelchair doesn’t fit the 
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light Germany correspondent Tammy Wild reports from Birmingham 


5 much of my life as possible” 


x 


——————— ee van and I can’t use it.” He also makes a point of speaking 
ad ; , 4 about the children in a south German school who regu- 
i larly write to him and send him presents they have 
made. 
a And the two racist youths who were jailed in 1996 in 
: Potsdam for the attack on him? “Before Jackie died I 
ps scarcely thought about them. I was too busy concen- 
= 4 trating on living for her,” he replies. And since her 
_— death? Noel’s voice rises: “I feel nothing for them. There 
i>. is no appropriate sentence. How can a few years in 
—— n prison be compared with life-long confinement to a 


_ a wheelchair?” 
: Py ie Noel does not believe the two racists have learned 
eu i 


anything in prison. “Where and from whom,” he asks. 
“When I see TV pictures of nazis in Germany marching 
around with police protection, then I think that the par- 
ents and teachers of these shaven-headed youths have 
done nothing to change the way their offspring think.” 
Noel found out from the newspapers that Sandro R. 


Lap x was released from prison last year after his sentence was 


ff 





Le ' reduced for good behaviour. But Sandro R. has never 
apologised nor has any apology come from officialdom 

an in Brandenburg. A few weeks ago Mahlow’s mayor pre- 

=a Lb fot ; vented a group of youngsters from using the local com- 
K—DP AM eofe F - munity centre for a concert to raise funds for Noel. The 


: event took place in the neighbouring village of 
a ' Blankenfelde but, the night afterwards, the venue was 
. totally wrecked by “unknown persons’. 

Most people in Mahlow still prefer to surround the 
incident that paralysed Noel with legend and are happy 
to ignore the fact that Noel’s second attacker, Mario P, 
now 28, scrawled slogans such as “Jews and niggers to 
the wall” in his cell even during the trial. 

They claim that Sandro R. and Mario P. were victims of 
‘ a media hate campaign and that Noel crashed into the 
a tree because he was following his two attackers, a ver- 
a iY fa} sion of events that Sandro R.’s lawyer is still touting. 
When I met Noel in Birmingham, a civil court in 
Potsdam was still hearing a claim for compensation 
against the two racists, in which Noel’s lawyer was 
demanding £80,000 damages. 

In the event, he was awarded £160,000 in late August, 
one of the highest sums ever awarded to a victim of a 
racist attack in Germany. However, it is unlikely that he 
will ever receive anything because the perpetrators do 
not have enough income to pay. 

There is much that Noel could do with that money, not 
least modifying and renovating his house to help him 
cope more easily with his present plight. But he does not 
often think about that. Instead, his thoughts dwell on a 
book he is writing with a journalist about his life ... and 
on dying and the possibility of deciding his own death. 
“Now that Jackie is dead,” he says, “I don’t want to live 
any more.” 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The strange 
case of 
Sergeant Virdi 


WHEN THE Metropolitan Police Service jumped the gun 
and set up its Racial and Violent Crime Task Force, before 
publication of the report by Sir William Macpherson into 
the racist murder of Stephen Lawrence, it seemed that 
the MPS was fully committed to change. 

Headed by Deputy Assistant Commissioner John 
Grieve, one of the Yard’s most successful and flamboyant 
officers, the task force brought in over 30 Independent 
Advisers, a move that has proved a great success for both 
the MPS and the victims of bad, racist and sometimes 
corrupt policing. 

At their first meeting, a month before the Lawrence 
Inquiry reported, these advisers asked the MPS to con- 
sider a moratorium on all outstanding cases among its 
staff that involved allegations of racism or sexual dis- 
crimination. The idea fell on mainly deaf ears. Instead, 
over the past 18 months the MPS has, of its own making 
and that of its legal advisers, found itself paying out hun- 
dreds of thousands of pounds in settlements after offi- 
cers or former officers have won their cases at 
Employment Tribunals. 

A year earlier some strange events had started to 
unfold at Ealing Police Station in west London. Officers 
both black and white began to receive hate mail allegedly 
produced on the MPS’s own computers. Among them 
was a career police officer, Sergeant Gurpal Virdi. He had 
been in the job for 16 years and was according to various 
sources experiencing some obstacles at work. One of 
Virdi’s differences with his senior officers was, in his view, 
the failure to pursue racial incidents. 

In January 1998 the police opened an investigation 
into the circulation of the hate material. While there were 
other suspects among local police officers, the investiga- 
tors eventually appear to have targeted Virdi and the oth- 
ers were more or less given immunity and sent on their 
way. One of these was a black officer with whom Virdi 
had a poor relationship. 

Computer experts were called in and a Deputy 
Assistant Commissioner was put in charge of the inquiry, 
although when he retired he was replaced by a officer of 
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a lesser rank. In an odd move this officer did not stop to 
review the case he was taking over but rushed ahead in 
the view that Virdi had sent the hate material both to 
himself and to other officers. 

Other potential suspects were disregarded and officers 
went as far as to conduct a PULSAR search, which is nor- 
mally reserved for terrorists and major criminals, at 
Virdi’s home. Police made an illicit recording of an inter- 
view with him following which he was charged under 
police regulations. Clearly there was not enough evi- 
dence for the Crown Prosecution Service to charge him 
as the senior officer on the case wished. 

At one point in the investigation the inquiry team were 
informed that there was an officer who either held fascist 
views or belonged to a fascist group, an obvious potential 
suspect. All that appears to have been done was that 
someone spoke to the officer’s line manager. It does not 
appear that Criminal Investigation Branch or Special 
Branch were brought in to investigate what might indeed 
have been a totally false story, leaving the officer con- 
cerned under a shadow. 

In spring this year Virdi appeared before a police disci- 
plinary panel. All the officers on the panel were white and 
the most senior had expressed the opinion that the 
Independent Advisers wanted to turn the whole affair 
into a circus. This was far from the truth. The 
Independent Advisers’ concerns were not so much with 
Virdi’s case but with the whole principle under which the 
Yard conducted itself in such cases. 

Independent Advisers sat in on the hearings for several 
weeks. They included lawyers, magistrates and people 
holding senior positions in national organisations. DAC 
Grieve’s deputy, Chief Superintendent Jeff Brathwaite, 
was refused admission to the hearings. One assumes this 
was unconnected with the fact that he is black. 

On the day the panel concluded Virdi was guilty a sen- 
ior officer arrived outside the hearing with a prepared 
press statement about Virdi’s guilt within ten minutes of 
the hearing rising. 

The verdict enraged the Sikh community. Virdi’s par- 
ents had both died during this terrible time for the fam- 
ily. Virdi headed for an Employment Tribunal. In late May 
the Independent Advisers produced a carefully docu- 
mented report of the hearing and the broader concerns 
arising from the whole system not just from Virdi’s case. 

The Tribunal’s findings in August rocked the MPS. It 
found that the Yard had been guilty of racial discrimina- 
tion, that much of the computer evidence was judged by 
experts to be flawed and that other suspects had been 
allowed to walk away from the investigations. All in all it 
was one of the most damning findings the Yard has had 
to face over its treatment of one of its own officers. 

At this point with Virdi’s permission the Independent 
Advisers made their own report public at a packed press 
conference held at Scotland Yard with Virdi present. What 
was most noticeable was the absence of Deputy 
Commissioner Ian Blair, who has responsibility for MPS 
action on diversity. It fell to two senior officers, Anderson 
Dunn and Grieve, to sit in the hot seat for him as the MPS 
was assailed by parts of the media and its own 
Independent Advisers. 

So far no apology has been made to Sergeant Virdi or 
his family, as the Yard claims it is still involved in negoti- 
ations with his lawyers and an Employment Tribunal 
might still have to consider the question of a return to his 
job. At least DAC Grieve had the grace to say that he sym- 
pathised with Virdi and his family. 

Not only had the Independent Advisers warned the 
MPS of what was likely to happen but their own report 
mirrored the findings of the Employment Tribunal in 
many respects. They have repeated their call of January 
1999 to call a halt to similar disciplinary cases. The MPS 
now faces an inquiry that will involve the new 
Metropolitan Police Authority, the Commission for Racial 
Equality and its Independent Advisory Group. Further 
developments are expected in a few weeks. 
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THE NEW leaders of the British National Party, anxious to 
distance themselves from their bonehead image, have 
reinvented themselves as intellectuals. Titling their new 
journal Identity they have, with impeccable timing, 
jumped on the bandwagon of identity politics — just as it 
loses its fashionable edge; and as class begins to exert 
itself once again as the organising principle in politics. 

But there is a tension in this uncomfortable coupling of 
British fascism and intellectual fashion. One of the defin- 
ing characteristics of identity politics is its self-defining 
character. We are not only what we are but also what we 
want to be. In its left-wing variant it establishes a hierar- 
chy of oppressions and, in the familiar parody, the most 
oppressed is the most privileged. 

In its right-wing incarnation it tries to force the com- 
plex and untidy reality of an historically evolving nation 
into an imaginary straitjacket. It tries to turn the clock 
back to the time when Colin Jordan was ... trying to turn 
the clock back to the time when Oswald Mosley was try- 
ing turn the clock back to the time when ... Arnold Leese 
was trying to turn the clock back to .... 

Less benign than John Major’s warm beer, cricket and 
old ladies cycling to evensong the fixed national identity 
which the BNP calls into being is just as imaginary. 

If race, as an analytical category, is the product of the 
colonial moment in capitalist development then race, 
conflated with nation, is the trick mechanism with which 
the BNP (and all fascist groups) tries to overcome the 
inescapable contradictions of its politics. And this com- 
plex of signs, race/nation/identity, points even the most 
boneheaded fascist in the direction of culture. 

The typical nazi reflex when hearing the word culture 
is to reach for a Luger. But in an age when walking down 
the middle of the road in a bowler hat and an orange sash 
is defined as a cultural act even the readers of Identity are 
compelled to climb these elevated heights. 

And in doing so they find themselves even more at a 
loss to understand the world. Fascism offers simple and 
simplistic solutions to complex problems. In cultural 
terms it responds to the dissolution of tradition — and the 
chaos that capitalist development brings — by invoking a 
timeless organic unity. 

The German critic Walter Benjamin, writing in 1936 as 
fascism came to the fore, understood it partly as an 
attempt to impose an essentially unitary aesthetic on the 
fragmented and fast moving contemporary world. 

Benjamin’s The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical 
Reproduction argued, “The uniqueness of a work of art is 
inseparable from its being embedded in the fabric of tra- 
dition. This tradition itself is thoroughly alive and 
extremely changeable.” He went on to show how cultural 
artefacts from one era are seen differently in another. 

Such dialectical attention to continuity and intercon- 
nection is not for fascists, who think that culture is fixed. 


In contrast, and even when confronting the reality of his- 
torical movement with a revolutionary language, fascist 
cultural politics repudiates change. Society, nation, state 
and thus identity and culture are sealed, homogenous 
and unchanging. Complete. 

And so to Identity. Sharp-eyed scrutineers of this latest 
offering on the right will spot a surprising stylistic simi- 
larity with this journal. While imitation may be the most 
sincere form of flattery, you will understand that the 
designer of Searchlight regards the clumsy copying of its 
style as more an affront than a tribute. 

In truth Searchlight is a workaday product. Designed 
more for speed and ease than innovation or fashion, its 
style reflects the modest resources at our disposal. But 
like every cultural product it has a history and context. 

This context is, of course, a mystery to the maladroit 
apprentice responsible for the layout of Identity. This lost 
soul is undoubtedly under interrogation for his or her 
suspiciously cosmopolitan tendencies. The charge sheet 
will grow even longer when the men behind the lamp dis- 
cover that the typographical tradition which Identity 












































































































































eneahgeraush reflects traces itself back to a naieened 
cadre of designers forced to flee Nazi Germany because 
of their Bolshevik tendencies. 

But tradition is an unreliable guide. 

The German Nazis were quick to condemn the mod- 
ernism of the Bauhaus and the Neue Typographie of Jan 
Tschichold. Indeed Tschichold, who went on to design 
Penguin Books’ characteristic style, was evicted from his 
Munich teaching post for Kulturbolschevismus and taken 
into “protective custody” by the new Nazi authorities. By 
way of contrast to the legibility and functional design of 
the New Typography the Nazis felt an irresistible attrac- 
tion to the traditional German black-letter. But in 1941 
the Fiihrer concluded these fraktur faces displayed 
Jewish origins and were thus unsuitable for the world- 
wide dissemination of the Nazi ideology. 

It is too much to expect Britain's nazis either to display 
sensitivity to cultural antecedents or to work out their 
own style. But we can anticipate the next attempt by the 
BNP to tune into the times. When they find a truly 
English typeface, one that faithfully reflects the idealised 
world of sturdy English yeomen, they will discover that it 
was designed by that unrepentant English traditionalist 
and critic of industrial capitalism, the communist 
William Morris. 
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for terror by hard-core nazis and their growing pool of 

young right-wing extremist followers, influenced by 
hate rock and hate propaganda, on the now more than 
300 nazi Internet sites. 

Many of them belong to the bands of the international 
Blood and Honour network, which are promoting their 
hymns of hate more vigorously than ever by urging their 
skinhead fans to “fight for the Aryan nation”. 

A visit to the home page of the Scandinavian section of 
Blood and Honour soon reveals the blueprint for the 
“brown underground” advocated by this self-styled nazi 
vanguard. Below the title “the path to the future”, a Blood 
and Honour leader — hiding behind the alias “Max 
Hammer” - sets out the strategy for those who “want to 
act rather than talk’. 

Hammer's message is an outright appeal for armed 
struggle by a so-called “international white resistance” 
whose role model is the Waffen SS. “The concept of the 
Waffen SS,” he claims, “contains all those principles, 
together with the true spirit of our conviction in its purest 
form, from which we must draw our inspiration to organ- 
ise a new legion of Aryan gladiators”. The activists in this 
legion of “gladiators” — which he designates “political sol- 
diers” — are to be recruited from the ranks of the racist 
skinheads inflamed by violence and convinced national 
socialists. 

The close links between Blood and Honour Germany 
and the British nazi terror gang Combat 18 are clear from 
Hammer's pronouncement that “Combat 18 has to func- 
tion as the armed wing of the Blood and Honour move- 
ment” and his description of Combat 18 as “Blood and 
Honour’s army”. 

In keeping with the principles set out at the beginning 
of the 1990s by the leading US nazi Louis Beam and his 
strategy of so-called “leaderless resistance”, the site 
names “ZOG” as the number one target for attack. In the 
antisemitic parlance of the nazis, ZOG stands for “Zionist 
Occupation Government” and embraces state employ- 
ees, politicians, journalists, police and judges, as well as 
Jewish organisations and the representatives of Jewish 
communities. Such people will, according to the nazis, 
be the objects of violence and “be made to pay heavily for 
their work’. 

Hammer's message publicly incites the most militant 
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segment of an international nazi network, already armed 
with guns, explosives, bomb-making expertise and a 
proven capacity to maim and kill, to further crimes of 
violence. Says Hammer quite blatantly: “The time for 
chat is over. We have reached the stage of moving beyond 
inactivity ... we have to leave our writing desks and 
destroy the multikulti [sic], multicriminal ZOG inferno.” 

Anti-fascists have long been aware of the close collab- 
oration between German nazis, Britain’s Combat 18 and 
the National Socialist Front in Sweden, a group responsi- 
ble for the murder of two policemen last year. These ele- 
ments, which represent the leading cadre of the interna- 
tional Blood and Honour network, have over the past few 
months held several meetings at the fortress-like prem- 
ises owned by the German-Danish nazi Marcel Schilf in 
the southern Swedish town of Klippan. 

When more than 200 nazis from Germany, England, 
Norway, Sweden and Denmark celebrated the summer 
solstice at Schilf’s bolt hole, the “master of ceremonies” at 
the event was Stephan Lange from Berlin. In March, a 
police raid on Lange’s home uncovered more than 1,500 
illegal nazi CDs including the “Millennium” CD which, 
together with the 124-page issue number 9 of Blood and 
Honour’s propaganda magazine, was being made ready 
for distribution. 

Internal rows — which are being settled with increas- 
ingly bloody methods - over the theft of proceeds from 
concerts and CD sales and accusations about suspected 
“spies” have multiplied inside Blood and Honour 
Germany recently. Their growth appears to reflect the 
organisation's expansion. 

But the atmosphere of latent gangsterism and open 
violence has done little to diminish Blood and Honour’s 
pulling power among far-right youth. Nor, it must be 
said, has the state’s heightened crackdown on concerts 
and mail-order outlets proved much of a deterrent. 

This was demonstrated in late July in northern 
Germany where Blood and Honout's “Nordmark Section” 
works very closely with associates of the “North German 
Action Bureau” (NAB) launched by the notorious 
Hamburg nazis Christian Worch, Thomas Wulff and 
Torben Klebe. 

When police arrived to close down a concert at 
Holvede, near Hamburg, by the Magdeburg nazi band 
Sperrfeuer, with more than 400 nazi skinheads from 
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across Germany in attendance, they were promptly 
attacked and several officers were wounded. The con- 
cert, a joint enterprise by Blood and Honour and the 
NAB, is the latest proof of Blood and Honour’s growing 
organisational skills and its ability to mobilise its follow- 
ers by clandestine means. 

One of the chief organisers at Holvede was Stefan Siler 
from Tostedt. Siler first appeared on the scene in 1992, 
aged 19, when he and a number of other nazis kicked 
Gustav Schneeclaus, a 58-year-old sea captain, to death 
in Buxtehude because he had called Hitler “a big crimi- 
nal”. Since his release from prison, Siler has become a key 
member of the leading circle of Blood and Honoutr’s 
Nordmark section. 

Although one of the bands scheduled to play at the 
Holvede concert was prevented from entering Germany, 
it still took the law enforcement authorities several hours 
to locate the venue at a derelict country inn, by which 
time the event was already well under way. 

Police intervention abruptly to end the concert 
brought a brazen response from Blood and Honour’s 
Weser-Ems section the next day, threatening further vio- 
lence in the style of the police killer Kai Diesner. “It is 
absolutely incomprehensible that the police continue to 
ask why people like Kai Diesner shoot at policemen ... 
they would be better asking why others haven't done 
this,” the Blood and Honour press statement said. 

The bid to emulate Diesner’s murderous deeds and 
sustain his violent elan has gone beyond verbal state- 
ments for some time. And wherever German nazis have 
started in earnest to build their terrorist “brown under- 
ground” one finds Blood and Honour Germany, which 
can draw on around three hundred activists. 

In mid-June police raids in Berlin uncovered a tightly 
knit group called the “National Revolutionary Cells” 
which were planning a series of attacks on left-wing 
opponents. Two of the participants in this outfit turned 
out to have regularly organised Blood and Honour con- 
certs in Brandenburg and to have good contacts with 
nazis in England and Sweden. One of them, Carsten 
Sczcepanski, a violent nazi with a conviction for 
attempted murder, has since been exposed as an 
informer for the secret services. 

For those nazis previously active inside groups such as 
the banned Nationalistische Front and _ the 
Gesinnungsgemeinschaft der Neuen Front, Hammer's 
ideas about building “an armed wing” of the nazi move- 
ment are hardly new. 

Diesner, himself a product of these groups and a lead- 
ing light in the weapons-obsessed Berlin anti-Antifa, 
which targets anti-fascists, blazed this particular trail 























































































































































































































































































































four years ago and will undoubtedly not be the last 
German nazi to adopt the label “White Aryan Resistance” 
and attempt to wage armed struggle. But organisational 
links that, like Diesner’s infamy and Hammer's Internet 
declarations, extend beyond state frontiers have become 
crucial to the nazis’ ability to pursue violence. 

It was no surprise that the appearance of Bernd Peruch 
at Schilf’s summer solstice celebration in June was 
greeted with jubilation by his would-be terrorist hosts. 
Peruch, known by the nickname “Pernod”, which he uses 
as the singer for the Blood and Honour band Hate 
Society, is one of Combat 18’s most important German 
contacts. Members of Combat 18, including its leader 
Will Browning, have visited Peruch’s home town of 
Bamberg in Bavaria several times in the past year in con- 
nection with Blood and Honour concerts and meetings. 

The fact that the nazi scene is rife with rumours — 
mainly emanating from circles around the 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands — that 
Peruch, among others, works for the internal security 
services as an informer, does not so far appear to have 
threatened his position in Blood and Honour. 

The exposure of Sczcepanski, who is believed to have 
been on the payroll of the internal security service since 
at least 1995 under the code name “Piato’, also seems to 
have had little visible impact on Blood and Honoutr’s 
determination to assert itself as the leading force in 
Germany’s 12,000-strong nazi skinhead milieu. 

To date it remains unclear whether Sczcepanski has 
played a double game, supplying information to the 
security services at the same time as furthering his proj- 
ect of an armed nazi underground beyond the control of 
the state. Anti-fascist groups in Germany, including 
Searchlight’s sister magazine Antifaschistisches 
Infoblatt, are demanding a full public inquiry into the 
state’s relations with Sczcepanski, who has been 
described as a “top source”. 

An especially piquant aspect of Sczcepanski’s unmask- 
ing is the fact that while Peruch functions as a leg man 
for Browning, Sczcepanski, an NPD official, has 
remained steadfastly loyal to Browning’s sworn enemy, 
Charlie Sargent, the former Combat 18 leader and police 
informer, who was jailed for murdering a fellow nazi in 
1998. A division of labour perhaps? 

For Blood and Honour, however, such upsets are mere 
ripples in the water. It will continue to organise concerts 
in Germany at the rate of one a fortnight, amass huge 
amounts of cash for its war chest and firm up the links 
cemented at a meeting of Blood and Honour and 
Combat 18 leaders from Germany, England, Sweden and 
Norway near Oslo in November last year. The subse- 
quent gatherings at Schilf’s bunker in Sweden prove this. 

In his Internet propaganda, Max Hammer goes to 
great lengths to emphasise the importance of concerts 
and music to Blood and Honour. Ian Stuart Donaldson, 
Blood and Honour’s founder, he says, shaped the net- 
work into “a form of political struggle, using music as a 
powerful propaganda weapon to influence the young, 
inspire our own comrades and win money for the move- 
ment”. 

It is the musical incitement to violence that is proving 
most potent and which is fuelling much of the racist 
mayhem that plagues Germany, especially in the east. In 
a trial in Guben of a gang of nazis who drove an Algerian 
asylum seeker to his death by forcing him to jump 
through a plate glass window to escape them, it emerged 
that before the attack the nazis had whiled away their 
time listening to the banned music cassette Republik der 
Strolche by the Berlin hate rock band Landser. Songs on 
this cassette openly urge that asylum seekers from the 
Third World should be “blown away”. 

Blood and Honour quite literally provides the musical 
accompaniment to murder. As its structures draw in 
more and more young people and give them political 
direction, the accompaniment can only get louder. 


& Blood and Honour ban see page 28 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































EVENTS SURROUNDING this year’s Notting Hill 
Carnival have kept the issue of race and racism at 
the foreground of the British political arena. The 
annual event, which began in 1958 as a humble 
“jump up” initiated by the emerging black commu- 
nity, which included civil rights activist Claudia 
Jones, has grown into Europe’s biggest street party, 
attracting over a million revellers squeezed into 
one square mile of west London. 

The problems arising from this are obvious, 
especially to the carnival goer whose enjoyment is 
tempered by the need for vigilance to avoid the 
bottleneck. The presence of gangs of youths 
known as “steamers” has in recent years become 
an equally worrying feature. These problems have 
prompted a review of the whole operation of the 
carnival. 

Lee Jasper, senior policy adviser on equalities to 
London’s mayor, Ken Livingstone, and chair of the 
review committee, explained: “The issue is much 
more than criminality, it’s public safety — there’s too 
many people on the street”. A former carnival stew- 
ard for 10 years, Jasper elaborated his concerns: 
“It used to take me 45 minutes to walk one end of 
the All Saints Road to the other, which was basically 
700 yards. One just thought that any time the crowd 
decided to move and move quick in a particular 
direction there would be a lot of injuries.” 

Marring this year’s festivities were 278 crimes 
notably the murders of two young black men, Greg 
Watson, a new father, and Abdul Bhatti, a university 
graduate. 

The police are treating Bhatti’s murder as a 
racial attack. A witness told the police that a gang 
of predominately black youths had been throwing 
bricks at Asian stall holders. According to the wit- 
ness, upon seeing Bhatti and his friends one of the 
gang said, “let’s get them”. As Searchlight goes to 
press the true motivation for Bhatti’s and Watson’s 
deaths is unclear as their killers are still at large. 

Eighteen months since the Stephen Lawrence 
Inquiry reported, the police is still an organisation 
bitterly at loggerheads over being told that it is a 
racist institution that has got to change both in 
culture and outlook. The accusations by Glen 
Smyth, chairman of the Police Federation, over the 
way officers were advised to adopt a “softly softly” 
approach to crime at the carnival, articulate the 
muted resentment to change shared by a few sen- 
ior officers. 

Notwithstanding the fact that arrests at this 

__-year’s event increased by 84 per cent, Smyth’s 
comments do highlight the social agenda that has 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































dominated the police approach to what is still a 
community-organised event. Outlining the success 
achieved through organised stewarding, Jasper 
explains why he believes the police can be per- 
ceived as out of touch. “When I was chief steward 
the crime rate was fairly low because I used to 
employ people of my age, black men from Brixton, 
Harlesden, Notting Hill ... there wasn’t a kid we did- 
n’t know, so when the youngsters came along we 
used to talk to them. While they used to talk to us 
they did not talk to the police ... That just shows 
you that community involvement is absolutely crit- 
ical. Police at carnival are just outside the social 
context ... that social context is stop and search, 
the social context is Stephen Lawrence ... death in 
police custody. Carnival is outside of that frame- 
work.” 

Nevertheless, two people have died, which is two 
too many. Add to this the crush that occurred at 
Labroke Grove, which was responsible for leaving a 
woman critically ill in hospital with a fractured skull 
after railings gave way and she was sent hurtling 
backwards down the well of a basement flat. 
Attention must now turn to how this traditional 
event should be stewarded in order to ensure pub- 
lic safety and enjoyment. Jasper’s comparison with 
how other major events are conducted demon- 
strates just how woeful the apparatus for steward- 
ing currently is: “If you go to an England Scotland 
game you'll have about 500 fully paid stewards all 
with radios. We have about 200 stewards, probably 
not trained and the ratio of one steward for every 
seven and a half thousand people.” 

The Greater London Authority’s nine-strong 
Review Group will reassess the carnival with the 
aim of producing proposals to shape its future. Its 
members include David Michael, chairman of the 
Black Police Association, Colin Prescod, chairman 
of the Institute of Race Relations, and event spe- 
cialist Tony Wheeler of Aztec Productions. Working 
in conjunction with the Notting Hill Carnival Trust 
and the Metropolitan Police the Review Group will, 
in addition to stewarding, safety and security, 
address matters such as the cultural aims of car- 
nival and the role of local authorities and other 
funding bodies. 

Although it has taken a number of serious inci- 
dents finally to bring about this review, the newly 
formed GLA through its mayor has promised full 
community involvement in the process, declaring, 
“There will have to be major changes but the com- 
munity has to come with us”. We will see for our- 
selves next year. 
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A POWERFUL new anti-racist video aimed at young 
people was launched at White Hart Lane football 
ground by the Show Racism the Red Card cam- 
paign reports Renee Sams. The launch took place 
on what would have been the 26th birthday of the 
murdered black teenager Stephen Lawrence, and 
his mother Doreen was present to show her sup- 
port for the campaign. 

Kevin Miles, chairing the press conference, 
spoke of the significance of Stephen’s murder in 
highlighting the problems of racism and bringing 
about the Macpherson Inquiry. 

Also taking part were children from local 
schools who had painted posters advertising the 
campaign. They obviously enjoyed the video and 
the opportunity to meet some well known foot- 
ballers, who are sponsoring the campaign. 

Many black and Asian football players were sub- 
jected to racist abuse on the streets and at school 
and later suffered victimisation on the pitch and in 
the changing rooms. It was heartening to hear that 
they feel things are now beginning to change. 

The new video, which is aimed at educating chil- 
dren, has one clear and simple message: “Show 
Racism the Red Card”. It is put across very 
directly by several well known football players, 
among them Curtis Fleming, who was brought up in 
Middlesbrough. 

Fleming felt that the Stephen Lawrence Inquiry 
has resulted in “a big, dramatic change in Britain”. 
Show Racism the Red Card is a brilliantly run cam- 
paign, which “has opened a lot of people’s eyes 
who had blanked racism. It’s something you can’t 
hide and the police have admitted it.” 

Young people are influenced by many role mod- 
els and among those Fleming admired were 
Mohammed Ali, Nelson Mandela and Martin Luther 
King, whose lives “have inspired so many young 
black people”. 

Hope Powell, coach of the England women’s 
football team, who also suffered from racism at 
school, told of her puzziement and shock when 
another child told her “go back where she came 
from” and all she could say was “but | am from 
here”. 

Chris Kamara gave some good advice to chil- 
dren. “If you are suffering racist abuse, tell your 
teacher, don’t try to deal with it yourself.” He 
stressed that they would need courage but this 
was the only way to solve the problem. 

On the video the footballers stressed the mes- 
sage that black and white, “We are all in this 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































together and together 
we can beat racism”. 

Cllr George Meehan, 
Leader of Haringey 
Council, said that the 
video “had _ brought 
back many memories” 
as “racism is one of the 
biggest issues we have 
to deal with in Haringey”. 
Later in this century the 
population of Haringey will 
consist of about 50% ethnic 
minorities. He also emphasised 
that “racism is not acceptable and we 
must all stand up and fight it. It is a battle for us 
all to win.” 

Also welcoming the video was Lord Steve 
Bassam of Brighton, Under Secretary of State at 
the Home Office, who was sure that there was “a 
continuing need to respect diversity”. Although a 
lot had been done, “we have not yet cracked the 
problem either inside or outside the grounds”. 

There is a lot of support for this campaign in 
Europe, he continued, and we must make sure that 
“we are taking the sort of steps we need to 
change the atmosphere” so that violence does not 
occur as it has done in the past at many interna- 
tional matches. 

He told the audience that the government had 
set up a working group “to examine the attitudes 
of some of the England supporters” and find ways 
to keep out “the xenophobic types who go abroad” 
to these matches and bring shame on this country. 

There was agreement among all the speakers 
that although there has been a change for the bet- 
ter since the seventies and eighties, when vio- 
lence at football matches was a big problem, 
there is still much more to be done. 

The new video conveys a powerful anti-racist 
message through the medium of football and is 
breaking new ground in anti-racist education. It is 
suitable for both primary and secondary schools 
and could be used by a wide range of youth organ- 
isations. 

It runs for 20 minutes and costs £20.00 from 
Show Racism the Red Card, at 1 Drury Lane, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1EA. Produced by Siren 
Films and Video Ltd, it has a long list of eminent 
sponsors including the Professional Football 
Association and many local councils. Its chief 
trade union sponsor is UNISON. 
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Beyond the 


margins 
Review by Dave Renton 


HISTORIANS HAVE long debated why it was that British 
fascism remained a marginal and isolated movement, 
while in Germany and Italy fascists were able to seize 
state power. All sorts of explanations have been given, 
ranging from the “British tradition” of compromise and 
constitutional government, to the solid work of anti- 
fascists in resistance to the far right. Often it is argued 
that the economic crisis of the 1930s was less acute in 
England than elsewhere in Europe, but this argument 
seems to stand in marked contrast to the memory that 
people have of the time. Interview anyone who lived 
through the 1930s, and they will describe their shock as 
staple industries collapsed almost overnight and mil- 
lions of workers were thrown on the dole. 

The condition of the unemployed in Britain was espe- 
cially harsh. In order to save money, the government 
brought in the means test. Workers were allowed a tiny 
number of personal possessions, but everything else 
had to be pawned or sold if unemployed people were to 
claim benefit. In many areas unemployed workers 
protested against the terrible conditions they had to live 
through. In Birkenhead in Merseyside, workers fought 
the police for five days, using park railings as spears and 
doors as barricades. Forty-five people were arrested and 
many local people jailed, before the local Public 
Assistance Committee finally gave in. 

Elsewhere in Europe, fascist parties were able to 
organise among the unemployed, especially among 
unemployed former servicemen. Indeed Sir Oswald 
Mosley’s British Union of Fascists attempted to repeat 





the trick here, telling workers in depressed regions such 
as Lancashire that the collapse of the cotton industry 
was all down to the machination of foreign workers, 
who worked for a bowl of rice a day, thus undercutting 
the best efforts of patriotic British businessmen. Bring 
in protective economic tariffs, the fascists claimed, and 
worker and boss could live together in harmony. The 
argument remains in all essentials the same today. 

Yet in their arguments, the fascists came up against 
one obstacle time and again. The unemployed were 
already well organised. Matt Perry’s book, Bread and 
Work, describes how this was done. The most important 
group organising the unemployed in Britain was the 
National Unemployed Workers’ Movement. The NUWM 
grew to a peak of 50,000 dues-paying members in 1932 
in 386 branches. The subscriptions were necessary if a 
real movement was to be established and if the unem- 
ployed were to become an organised class force. 
Although the NUWM was set up by the British 
Communist Party, its leaders including Wal Hannington 
were able to maintain a certain organisational inde- 
pendence, which, as Perry shows, contributed to the 
movement's growth. 

In 1930, the National Insurance Umpire agreed that 
the NUWM was an association of the unemployed with 
the same rights to represent its members as any more 
conventional trade union. It was not necessary to be a 
lawyer to act as a representative for unemployed work- 
ers, only an accredited member of the NUWM. Many of 
the Communists who did this representational work 
were successful advocates on behalf of their members. 
They had a considerable knowledge of the system and 
the confidence to engage in the arguments. 
Unemployed workers with their representation were 
roughly twice as likely to win their appeals. 

It was the success of this patient organisational work 
that allowed the Communist Party and the NUWM to 
organise their large, militant campaigns, including five 
national hunger marches that took place between 1929 
and 1936. In January 1935, 40,000 people marched in 
Sheffield, 20,000 in Glasgow, 12,000 in Coatbridge and 
300,000 across South Wales. Given the obvious difficul- 
ties of organising the unemployed, these were impres- 
sive numbers and the movement did succeed in taking 
the edge of the government's plans for the unemployed. 
As Perry argues, “the NUWM was an impressive, even 
unique achievement”. 

Perry’s book is a powerful history of British organisa- 
tion against unemployment, but it is much more than 
that. Bread and Work is also a comparative history of 
unemployment in interwar Europe and the United 
States. Reading Perry’s description of bread lines in New 
York and petty theft by unemployed Austrians, it is strik- 
ing how similar the experiences of unemployment were. 
In different countries the combination of misery and 
resistance was the same. Indeed it is this point that 
really destroys the fascist case for protectionism. In 
every country there were “patriots” who argued that the 
situation would improve if workers agreed to tariffs and 
accepted the leadership of their bosses. The result of 
accepting protectionism was heightened economic 
competition, which culminated in world war. Where the 
fascists won the argument, the only difference that the 
unemployed noticed was that their lives were worse. 

In contrast, as Perry shows, the efforts of the NUWM 
won real benefits for its members. Because of these 
unemployed struggles — and of course for many other 
reasons as well — fascism never came to Britain. This 
book is a well written and timely reminder of the misery 
that comes about when economies crash. Bread and 
Work is a history that stands unambiguously on the side 
of the unemployed. I would heartily recommend it. 


Bread and Work: The Experience of 
Unemployment 1918-1939 By Matt Perry 
Published by Pluto Press 
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NEWSin brief 


Copeland in new attack 


LONDON NAILBOMBER David Copeland was involved 
in further violence last month when he broke the jaw of 
a fellow inmate at Broadmoor hospital. Daniel Levy, 23, 
who is on remand on suspicion of killing his grand- 
mother, suffered a broken jaw in several places. The 
attack followed a series of political arguments between 
the two men. Copeland, who has never showed any 
remorse for his three bombings, claimed to be upset at 
Levy’s Jewish religion. 

Thames Valley police were alerted to the incident but 
claimed that they could not act further as the victim had 
not made a complaint. This attack follows serious con- 
cern about the effect of Copeland’s presence in 
Belmarsh prison on remand. His arrest resulted in a 
number of letters of support from other prisoners from 
across the country and increased tensions within 
Belmarsh. 

In June Copeland was sentenced to six life terms after 
being found guilty of planting bombs in Brixton, Brick 
Lane and Soho, which left three people dead and over 
100 injured. 


TUC demands end to vouchers 


BRITAIN’S TRADE unions called on the government to 
end the “humiliating and stigmatising” system of food 
vouchers for asylum seekers at their annual conference 
last month. 

Bill Morris, general secretary of the Transport and 
General Workers Union, denounced the voucher 
scheme after accompanying Pedram, an Iranian asylum 
asylum seeker, on his weekly shop in Glasgow, where the 
conference was being held. Pedram, a 30-year-old doc- 
tor and religious refugee from Tehran, has been living on 
£26.34 in food vouchers and £10 cash a week and on the 
help of charities. 

Mr Morris later called on the congress to stamp out 
racism in and outside the unions, rounding on a system 
that means that asylum seekers do not even receive 
change from their vouchers. He also criticised the black 
market that gives refugee £8.00 cash for a £10.00 
voucher. He said: “Whoever dreamed up the scheme 
should be forced to live on it for a year.” 


Army racism victims win award 


TWO BLACK women who were racially abused at an 
army base have been awarded thousands of pounds in 
compensation by a judge. 

Sisters Sue Hunter and Angie DeMeyer were subjected 
to chants of “nigger” and had guns pointed at them at a 
dance at Oakington barracks in Cambridgeshire in 1995. 

Nottingham county court ordered former soldier 
Kenneth Bragg to pay £7,000 compensation to Mrs 
DeMeyer and £5,000 to Mrs Hunter. He was dismissed 
from the army after a court martial in August 1997 for 
racially abusing the two women. 

Mrs Hunter is angry that several of the soldiers 
involved in abusing her have not been punished. She 
told reporters “What annoys me is the MoD’s attitude 
towards the case, they have still not apologised.” 


Campaign against soccer racism 


EVERY BLACK or Asian player said that they had suffered 
physical or verbal abuse that went unpunished by soc- 
cer’s governing bodies, in a study on racism in amateur 
football. Researchers at Leeds Metropolitan University 
interviewed players at more than 2,000 clubs in West 
Yorkshire. 

As a result of the report, the county’s Football 
Association is joining forces with local authorities in 
Leeds, Bradford, Wakefield, Calderdale and Kirklees to 
launch a code of practice aimed at tackling the problem. 

Letting agreements for council pitches will be 
amended to ensure players involved in racial harass- 
ment are banned. The West Yorkshire FA will amend dis- 
ciplinary procedures and train referees to take action 
against racial abuse. 


Correction 


Searchlight’s report (August 2000, no 302, p14) on David 
Irving’s Real History USA conference, held in Cincinnati 
in September, stated that the historian Nikolai Tolstoy 
was to speak. This was not in fact the case. Irving did 
indeed invite Tolstoy to address the conference, but he 
declined to attend this or any future events hosted by 
Irving. Searchlight apologises for this inaccuracy. 
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THE PHRASE “Never Again’ has become an epitaph for 
resistance against Nazism and genocide. But in the face 
of Bosnia and Rwanda it seemed that the slogan had 
begun to fail in its aggressive refusal to allow more geno- 
cides along the lines of the Holocaust to occur. A speech 
given by Elie Wiesel, a Holocaust survivor and Nobel 
Prize winner, in 1999 confronted just this issue. 
“Following Sarajevo and Srebencia, Kosovo has entered 
the long and bloody list of tragedies that bring dishonour 
to the outgoing twentieth century.” 

Through Martin Gilbert’s latest work Never Again: A 
History of the Holocaust we see how the lessons of the 
Holocaust can be applied to these tragedies. This is why 
the Holocaust is so important: what it teaches us is rele- 
vant for all of humanity — its lessons are universal. 

Towards the end of Never Again, Gilbert quotes Wiesel 
posing the poignantly phrased question, “How could 
human beings cause such agony to other human beings? 
Is this the lesson of our outgoing century: that it is 
human to be inhuman?” 

The anthology that Martin Gilbert provides us with 
answers this question with a resounding No. Never Again 
shows precisely the opposite, that in the face of extreme 
inhumanity, it is possible to be human. 

This seminal new book is the culmination of almost 40 
years’ research into the Holocaust by Gilbert, one of 
Britain's foremost historians. The intricately woven sur- 
vey takes us through Jewish life in Europe before the 
Holocaust, the rise of Nazism, the resistance, right 
through to the death camps and their aftermath. Finally, 
he addresses the questions that are still being asked 
about the Holocaust today. The suffering of victims is 
conveyed through pictures, maps and stories of individ- 
ual acts of courage and defiance. 

It is these individual stories that allow the progression 
and darkness of the Nazi period to be illustrated starkly 
and movingly. The victims of Nazism are allowed to speak 
for themselves and tell their own stories, through first 
hand accounts. The narrative is simple and extremely 
accessible, drawing us in. The simplicity of the book is 
what makes it so powerful. The haunting pictures and 
detailed maps convey images in a way that words some- 
times cannot. 

Histories of the Holocaust can often remove a human 
element when dealing with the enormity of the tragedy. 
Gilbert gives faces to the nameless and a voice to the 
unheard. He also shows us that dehumanisation does not 
always rob people of their humanity and their spirit to 
survive. This is perhaps the main lesson that Gilbert 
wants us to draw from the Holocaust 

The most notable part of Never Again is the chapter 
entitled Survival: Hope, Resistance, Refuge. In it Gilbert 
does much to dispel the myth that Jews passively suc- 
cumbed to their deaths without a fight. He shows that, 




















even through individual acts of defiance and a refusal to 
relinquish their beliefs, Jews were actively resisting their 
oppressors. Jewish acts of resistance are often overlooked, 
but Gilbert draws us to stories that are not just of despair 
and surrender. Never Again unravels the strong tradition 
of anti-fascism and political activism among Jews. 

Gilbert shows us that: “There is another set of ques- 
tions in reply to the question ‘why did you not resist?’ 
They are: Did you know there were revolts in many ghet- 
tos, not just the Warsaw ghetto. Did you know that tens of 
thousands of Jews escaped from the ghettos to forests, to 
protect Jews in hiding, and to fight the Germans? ... Did 
you know that Jews were active in the partisan move- 
ments of every conquered country? Did you know that 
there were even revolts in the death camps, including 
Auschwitz? 

“The will to resist was everywhere stronger than the 
ability to prevent the slaughter,” but what Gilbert illus- 
trates so clearly is that it was there. 

A call to revolt by the Jewish Self Defence Organisation 
set up in the Bialystok ghetto exemplifies this. It urged: 
“Do not go willingly to death! Fight for life to the last 
breath ... Let us stand up against the criminals and if nec- 
essary die like heroes. If we die in this way we are not lost.” 

And alongside the organised resistance groups such as 
Antifascist Bialystok, and the Jewish Fighting 
Organisation, in which communists and Zionists worked 
together, there were also the small but symbolic acts of 
defiance that did not involve combat. One example is the 
story of how the chairman of the Jewish Council in 
Warsaw, Adam Czerniakow, was ordered by the Germans 
to assemble 6,000 Jews a day for deportation in July 1942. 
He took his own life rather than comply. 

These are the stories of ordinary people faced with 
unspeakable tragedy. And with them the glimpses of 
hope and spirit against all odds make this a heart-warm- 
ing account of humanity, not one just of dissolution and 
despair. 

The Jewish Fighting Organisation’s public manifesto 
calling for revolt in the Warsaw ghetto in autumn 1942 
illustrates this with its declaration: “Our slogan must be: 
‘All are ready to die as human beings’.” 

Gilbert's greatest service is showing that the victims of 
the Holocaust were truly human. Although some may 
criticise his emphasis on individual stories, this is the 
book's greatest strength. It provides a powerful way of 
disseminating the full-scale horror of the Holocaust in a 
way that statistics cannot. He gives the victims a voice, 
letting them tell their own stories and express their own 
pain. It is this understanding that we must maintain if the 
lessons of the Holocaust are to remain with us. 


Never Again: A History of the Holocaust 
Harper Collins ISBN O 00 220175 4 £19.99. 


Searchlight October2000 24 

































































7 - © Y 
JOBS < kl, 
BRITISH ay 
WORKERS - k 
e Secre ife of Racist Bomber “tg wrt i 4 
= ype benis ebay ti a = i Wis 2 \ 
5 R 
HOLOCAUST aN ? 
: A 
/ 


Fascism and the 


Edited by Kate Taylor Labour movement 


£3.50 + £0.50 p&p 





Jointly written by Searchlight 
co-editor Nick Lowles. 


This sensational book reveals how David 
Copeland embarked on his reign of terror. 
It details the huge, troubled police 
operation launched to track him down and 





ceatomill Educational Trust 





The David Irving trial and draws on his startling police confession, 

international revisionism psychiatric reports, family interviews and 
correspondence between him and the 

£3.00 + £0.50 p&p authors while he was in Broadmoor. ee 
£14.99 including p&p : q he 



































{Order | Form |: indicate number of copies in boxes 
Mr Evil White Noise 
gt includes p&p £4.50 + £0.50 p&p 

I Holocaust Denial Facing the Threat 


00 + £0.50 p&p £3.50 + £0.50 p&p 


Exposing the international nazi music 
scene 






£4.50 + £0.50 p&p 


Cheques payable to Searchlight 
Available from Searchlight 
37B New Cavendish Street 


Post Code London W1iM 8JR 


Searchlight October2000 25 


EU scraps 
sanctions 


by Graeme Atkinson 


SEVEN MONTHS of European Union sanctions against 
Austria ended in mid-September after the EU’s “three 
wise men” — the former Finnish President Martti 
Ahtisaari, the former Spanish Foreign Minister 
Marcelino Oreja and a German legal expert, Jochen 
Frowein — submitted their 119-page report to President 
Jacques Chirac of France. 

The “wise men”, who were appointed in July to assess 
Austria’s compliance with “common European values” 
and to monitor its treatment of immigrants, refugees 
and minorities, recommended unanimously that the 
sanctions be lifted. 

The EU’s measures were imposed in protest at the 
inclusion of ministers from the extreme right-wing 
Freedom Party in the Austrian government after a gen- 
eral election in January and were prompted by fears of 
the emergence of other far-right parties. They curbed 
bilateral political contacts between Austria and the other 
14 EU member states, restricted promotion for Austrians 
at the EU headquarters in Brussels and froze contact 
with Austrian ministers attending EU gatherings. 

In a terse statement announcing the lifting of the 
sanctions on 12 September, the EU said its measures 
“have proved to be effective” and that “the Austrian gov- 
ernment has not failed in its commitment to uphold 
European common values”. 

The statement added that the Freedom Party should 
be regarded as “a right-wing populist party with extrem- 
ist characteristics” whose “uncertain evolution are still 
grounds for great concern ... and require particular vigi- 
lance”. The report criticised Austrian Justice Minister 
Dieter BOhmdorfer’s handling of the media and anti- 
government critics and branded the FPO’s last election 
campaign as “xenophobic”, a choice of phrase which, 
when used by critical Austrian journalists, tends to get 
them dragged into court to face charges of slander. 

The decision was generally welcomed in the diplo- 
matic world and, strangely, by the US anti-hate group 
organisation, the Anti Defamation League, but was con- 
demned by the Israeli government and the American 
Jewish Congress. The latter said: “The EU’s heedless 
action sends an unacceptable message that ... moral 
imperatives must yield to business opportunity” and 
accused the EU, except France, of “collective amnesia’. 

Ehud Barak, the Israeli Prime Minister, declared that 
sanctions should continue as long as a party with “neo- 
fascist characteristics” remains in the government. Israel 
has no plans for its ambassador, who was withdrawn in 
February, to return to Vienna. 

The wise men claimed that the EU measures had “trig- 
gered a backlash’ among Austrians and would be 
“counter productive” if kept in place, which somewhat 
contradicts the EU’s statement that they had been effec- 
tive. 

An EU official, however, told Reuters’ diplomatic edi- 
tor, Paul Taylor: “The sanctions had to go because of 
Denmark. The wise men just gave us a fig leaf.” Larger 
EU states were worried that the anti-Austria sanctions 
were widely seen in Denmark as an attempt to bully and 
interfere in the internal affairs of a small country and 
that this mood could have a spin-off in the country’s ref- 
erendum on 28 September on membership of the single 
currency. 

Austria’s Foreign Minister, Benita Ferrero-Waldner, 
indicated that the EU policy had been abandoned to win 
Austrian agreement for key reforms at next December's 


EU summit in Nice, reforms that the former Freedom 
Party leader, Jorg Haider, urged Chancellor Wolfgang 
Schiissel to block if sanctions were not removed and if 
the principle of unanimity was scrapped. 

The EU could be tested again next year if Silvio 
Berlusconi's right-wing bloc wins the Italian elections. 
However, after this retreat, it is doubtful that the EU will 
have any enthusiasm for punitive measures against Italy. 

The decision to lift the sanctions was greeted with 
jubilation by Schiissel and welcomed as “a political vic- 
tory” by Haider, who labelled the measures a “flop” but 
did not say whether he would resume the leadership of 
the Freedom Party. 

Schiissel has so far diverted the attention of Austrians 
from planned cuts in social services and welfare by 
blaming everything on the EU. His alibi gone, the coun- 
try will be confronted with big attacks on living stan- 
dards and the sorry fact that neither the crisis-ridden 
Socialists nor the Greens are capable of organising effec- 
tive opposition. 

The EU’s policy was originally seen as an act of princi- 
ple. Now, disappointingly, its honesty has been called 
into question after what appears to be shabby back- 
tracking, aimed at shoring up the crumbling euro as it 
plunges downward on the world money markets. 


Diplomacy 
Austrian style 


From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 


THE EUROPEAN Union's “three wise men” reported that 
the EU’s sanctions have “triggered nationalistic feelings 
in Austria”. But they seem to have taken little detailed 
account of the government's own nationalist impulses 
and do not appear to have paid much attention to the 
intricacies of the foreign policy discussions now taking 
place in the coalition. 

The Hungarian king Matthias I Corvinus said in the 
15th century: “Others make war, you, lucky Austria 
marry”. But Austria, ignoring the monarch’s advice and 
opting to be unlucky, went on to wage many wars 
except, apparently, between 1939 and 1945. Ask an 
Austrian diplomat about his country’s participation in 
the Second World War and the most likely response will 
be that as Austria was “occupied” by the Germans 
between 1938 and 1945, there was no such participa- 
tion. 

This demonstrates an almost gymnastic economy 
with the truth because in no other occupied country 
was the local army integrated into the Nazi Wehrmacht 
lock, stock and barrel within 48 hours. Only 126 soldiers, 
NCOs and officers refused to take the oath of loyalty to 
Adolf Hitler, 123 of those being of Jewish origin. All 
those who did serve in the Wehrmacht or the SS have 
duly reaped their reward as their periods of service 
counted towards their pensions. And almost every 
Austrian town or village has a monument for those “who 
lost their lives for the homeland during the Second 
World War”. 

So much for non-participation. It is fortunate that 
Austria has been neutral since 1955 and is now a mem- 
ber of EU. It means presumably that nowadays politi- 
cians and diplomats of the Alpine republic can say and 
do anything they like and be assured no war will break 
out. 

Take, for instance, Chancellor Dr Wolfgang Schiissel, 
who served his country as Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
until he got into bed with Jorg Haider, the former leader 
of the far-right Freedom Party (FPO). When Schiissel 
made insulting remarks about the President of Belarus 
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and about an African politician, it did not cause much 
of a ripple, but when he called the president of the 
German Federal Bank “a real pig”, the balloon went up 
and he had to fly to Frankfurt to make a grovelling apol- 
ogy for his gaffe. 

This experience has not discouraged him, as was 
apparent on 2 September, when the entire Austrian 
government, together with their family members and 
some important politicians such as Haider, went on a 
hiking trip in Styria and came within two metres of the 
Slovenian border. There Chancellor Schiissel voiced, as 
Austrian television described it, a few “sharp words for 
Slovenia”. 

For several weeks before the incident, Austrians had 
been hearing from Haider and his fans that Austria 
should not allow Slovenia and the Czech Republic into 
the EU unless they repeal the AVNOJ and Benes decla- 
rations. These formed the basis of the confiscation of 
the property of the German-speaking minority and 
their subsequent expulsion from the two countries 
after the war. 

The postwar expulsion of a whole minority was cer- 
tainly unjust. But - and this is always forgotten in 
Austria which was part of Nazi Germany — it was a reac- 
tion to crimes of a much greater magnitude. 

So when Schiissel was asked by the state television 
network, ORE what he thought about Slovenian 
President Milan Kucan’s recent statement that Slovenia 
is not ready to negotiate about AVNOJ, his reply aston- 
ished even those familiar with his endless ability to be 
maladroit: “Kucan stands with one leg in the old sys- 
tem’, meaning he is still a communist. 

These are live issues in Austria. A few months ago, the 
Austrian government nominated the former 
Conservative Vice Chancellor, Erhard Busek, as its 
Commissioner for the enlargement of the EU because 
of his excellent contacts in eastern Europe. After Busek 
rejected Haider’s revanchist ideas on the abolition of 
the AVNOJ and Benes decrees, Haider blithely sug- 
gested that Busek’s refusal to dance to his tune was 
attributable to his Czech ancestry, to which Busek 
replied frostily that Haider and his ilk are too stupid 
even to do good ancestry research, because his family 
came from Hessen in Germany. 

When the first real discussions began between politi- 
cians of the Conservative Party and the FPO nobody, of 
course, said a word about ancestry research or 
Ahnenforschung, which was customary during the Nazi 
period. Now it is in fashion again and Busek has 
become a prime target for the FPO. 

On 4 September, the FPO’s whip, who was once called 
Peter Hojac but “Germanised” his surname to 
Westenthaler, repeated his party's demand for Busek to 
be sacked, because, he said, Busek “lets no occasion 
pass without pissing on our legs”. 

Despite such insults to his Commissioner, Schiissel, 
desperate to retain Haider’s approval, remains proud of 
having removed the Socialists from government and of 
his alliance with the right-wing extremist FPO to forge a 
new coalition. 

The day after Schiissel’s “diplomatic” outburst on tel- 
evision, the annual conference of Austrian ambassa- 
dors took place in Vienna's historic Hofburg. There, the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Benita Ferrero-Waldner 
(who was named after Benito Mussolini, but one can- 
not blame her for that) made the surprising statement 
that she, like Busek, favours “an active strategic alliance 
with the states of central and eastern Europe”. One can 
only wonder how she hopes to achieve this when 
Chancellor Schiissel clearly takes the line of Haider, 
who proudly boasts that he dictates government policy. 

Despite the ending of the EU’s measures against the 
Austrian government, it must be apparent that the 
provocations of Schiissel and Haider will not be appre- 
ciated by most of the country’s neighbours nor even by 
some of Schtissel’s own appointees. 
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POLAND 
General Tadeusz Wilecki, 55, the Polish army’s chief-of- 

_ staff from 1992 to 1997 and a candidate in the October 
2000 presidential election, has publicly praised Adolf 
Hitler for his housing policy. At an election rally in 
Gorzow Wielkopolski on 20 August, Wilecki, who has the 
support of less than 1% of the electorate, said: “A small 
house for each family — that was Hitler's great achieve- 
ment” and “Aside from all the evils, many things were 
done really well for the Germans’. Polish mainstream 
politicians, among them Stephan Niesiolowski,of the 
governing Solidarity Bloc, immediately condemned 
Wilecki’s remarks. 

In May, Gazeta Polska revealed that Tadeusz Iwinski, 
chairman of the Polish parliamentary delegation to the 
BU and vice president of the Commission for Minorities, 
was a virulent antisemite who in the late 1970s pub- 
lished anti-Jewish and anti-Zionist books and articles. 


POLAND 


Heavy metal music blared at a disco in August in a build- 
ing where slave labourers sorted the hair of 1.6 million 
Jews murdered in the Auschwitz death camp. Poland’s 
Foreign Minister, Wladyslaw Bartoszweski, has pressed 
the government to close the disco, which is in an outly- 
ing building of the main Auschwitz camp in the Polish 
town of Oswiecim. Mayor Adam Bilski granted a permit 
for the disco in July and defended his decision despite 
outrage from Jewish and other groups. 


RUSSIA 


The former Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke visited 
Russia in August to spread his vile message of white 
supremacy and antisemitism. These days Duke is 
Republican Party chairman of St Tamany parish in 
_ Louisiana although he has been repudiated by the 
national leadership of the Republican Party. He came as 
a guest of Aleksandr Prokhanov, editor of the ultra- 
nationalist weekly Zavtra, and Konstantin Kasimovsky, 
head of the antisemitic organisation, Russian Action. 
old a Moscow audience that they should fight 
ionism’” and that dark-skinned people should 
ed from Moscow. The crowd responded with 
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Blood and Honour banned, nazis 
jailed, but the violence goes on 
By our European Editor, Graeme 
Atkinson 


THE GERMAN government has banned Blood and 
Honour and its youth wing, White Youth. The move, on 
14 September, followed a wave of summer violence by 
nazis in which at least seven people have been killed 
since May and which included bombings in Diisseldorf, 
Eisenach and Bamberg. 

The violent skinhead outfit was the fifteenth nazi 
group to be banned since 1992 and the second this year. 
Announcing it, federal Interior Minister Otto Schily said 
that Blood and Honour “poisons the hearts and minds 
of young people” by using concerts and music for the 
purposes of indoctrination. 

Schily’s decision came after raids on over 30 premises 
in Bad Gandersheim, Hamburg, Hildesheim and 
Bavaria, in which police seized property and propa- 
ganda, including savings account books containing five- 
figure sums. Earlier raids on 11 locations in Sachsen- 
Anhalt and Thiiringen at the beginning of September led 
to the confiscation of over 7,500 violent nazi music CDs, 
some adorned with pictures of Hitler, together with 
30,000 CD covers, computerised customer address lists, 
videos and posters displaying the outlawed swastika. 

Schily said Blood and Honour had 200 members and 
White Youth 100. Both organisations draw support from 
Germany's 12,000-strong — and still growing — skinhead 
movement. In Brandenburg, Sachsen, Sachsen-Anhalt 
and Thiiringen, Blood and Honour has been organising 
concerts at the rate of one a week. In Sachsen alone, it 
staged 24 concerts last year, attended by more than 
10,000 people. The biggest concert was in Garitz, 
Sachsen-Anhalt, last autumn, with over 2,000. 

In the same state, violent nazi boneheads, following 
the nazi strategy of creating “no-go” areas for foreigners, 
were responsible for at least 929 criminal offences in 
1999. In addition, Blood and Honour has a hand in 
many of the 340 nazi websites. 

Since the Diisseldorf bomb attack, which injured ten 
people, the German government has been under politi- 
cal and media pressure to crack down on nazi violence, 
which has claimed 117 lives in the past decade. 

Most recently, Alberto Adriano, a 39-year-old 
Mozambican, was kicked to death by three nazis in 
Dessau. Unusually, the case was dealt with swiftly and 
the three were jailed, one for life and the others for nine 
years each, on 30 August, reflecting the new, tough line 
of Chancellor Gerhard Schréder’s government. 

The question now is whether the state will outlaw the 
6,500-strong Nationaldemokratische Partei 
Deutschlands (NPD) - a move advocated by Schréder — 
which has close ties to Blood and Honour. 

The Interior Ministry announced on 14 September 
that the government is “examining a ban on the NPD” 
but many legal experts and politicians, including Schily, 
urge caution because of fears that the constitutional 
court might quash such a decision on the grounds that 
the NPD is a legally registered electoral party. The fail- 
ure of an attempt to outlaw the NPD would have con- 
siderable political repercussions. In October, a commit- 


tee appointed to look at the feasibility of a ban will 
report to the government. 

The NPD, meanwhile, is positively basking in the 
notoriety it has attracted in recent weeks. Rumours of 
the party being outlawed and the closure of 30 of its 
bank accounts in Germany and Switzerland, which 
have since been transferred to Austria, have left it 
unconcerned. The party is taking legal action against 
the banks. 

Udo Voigt, the NPD chairman, claims the party 
recruited 750 new members in August and is poised to 
launch a campaign against a ban by distributing a mil- 
lion leaflets and gathering 100,000 signatures on a 
petition. 

While the government's prohibition of Blood and 
Honour has been generally welcomed, many observers 
see its campaign against the far right, symbolised by 
Schréder’s whistle-stop tour of eastern Germany in 
August, as a media circus. Foreigners’ groups sharply 
criticise the fact that he neglected to meet a single rep- 
resentative of their or other anti-racist organisations. 
Similarly, his failure to meet the widow of Alberto 
Adriano, who has been receiving death threats, in 
Dessau caused deep anger and resentment. 

There is also mounting frustration at the govern- 
ment’s continued reluctance to reform Germany’s 1913 
blood-based citizenship law. The law was slightly mod- 
ified earlier this year but came under fire from Jewish 
community leader Paul Spiegel in a speech at the for- 
mer Nazi Buchenwald concentration camp, in which he 
asked: “Isn't it time that all people born here automati- 
cally become German citizens?” 

Although the far right was clearly under pressure in 
August and September, there are no signs that it intends 
to throw in the sponge. On the contrary, violence has 
escalated, most notably on 9 September, when a train 
load of more than 400 nazis stormed a marquee belong- 
ing to the German Trade Union Federation, wrecking 
property and injuring people, at a regional festival in 
Zwickau. 

Nazi street demonstrations are still an almost weekly 
event. On the same weekend as the attack in Zwickau, 
400 nazis marched through Neumiinster, at the oppo- 
site end of the country, to protest at the closure of the 
fascist Club 88. The nazis had to abandon their march 
two thirds of the way along their route, after anti-fas- 
cists and local people blocked their path, but Christian 
Worch, the Hamburg nazi leader, and his North German 
Action Bureau are turning up the heat with further 
demonstrations planned in Neumiinster, Gadebusch 
and Ltibeck. 

The determination of the nazis to ride the bans and 
media opprobrium have given rise to much discussion 
among the public and politicians about the need to 
show “civil courage” against the far right without any 
clear definition of what that means. 

In the current situation, it is vital to put the nazis 
under heavy pressure. Anti-fascists are increasingly 
adopting the call “Fascism is not an opinion. It is a 
crime”. This, and actions such as in Neumiinster, may 
be more potent than state bans which, while they 
undoubtedly cause dislocation and create problems for 
the nazis, have proven incapable of tackling them at the 
grass roots, where racism, antisemitism and xenopho- 
bia continue to be entrenched. 
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Far right ‘against the system’ 
From Reflexes in Paris 


ON 24 SEPTEMBER, France went to the polls in a refer- 
endum to decide whether the length of the presidential 
term — currently seven years — should be reduced to five. 

Opinion polls recorded that two thirds of French vot- 
ers were totally uninterested in the issue but the main 
far-right parties devoted much time to it at their sum- 
mer schools this year and threw themselves into the 
campaign running up to the vote. 

The campaign for a five-year term was launched by 
President Jacques Chirac and was supported both by his 
own party, the Rassemblement pour la République, and 
the ruling French Socialist Party. This gave the far right 
the opportunity to express opposition to the conserva- 
tive president and the Socialist government simultane- 
ously by campaigning for a “no” vote. 

Ultra-liberals and conservatives close to Chirac, but 
hostile to the notion of a five-year term, announced 
their intention to abstain from the campaign, while the 
far right took up its favourite slogans against a “federal 
Europe” and against “the establishment”. 

This thinking was uppermost at the 16th summer uni- 
versity of the fascist Front National (FN) at the end of 
August, where Jean-Marie Le Pen, the party’s leader, 
hammered home the slogan “No to Chirac, No to Jospin 
and No to the socialist-communist majority”. 

It is with this sort of “anti-system” rhetoric, dear to Le 
Pen’s heart and serving as the backbone of his campaign, 
that the EN entered the fray. Le Pen’s thunderous decla- 
ration of war against the mainstream was also coloured 
by personal motivation. His aim was to blaze a trail, not 
so much for the referendum, but for the next presiden- 
tial election in 2002, in which the party’s candidate, Le 
Pen himself, has already been chosen. Driven by the 
bizarre notion that he could win, Le Pen has no inten- 
tion of giving up two years of his presidency if France has 
the misfortune to elect him. 

It should also be noted that the date of the referendum 
coincided with the FN’s annual Blue-White-Red bash, 
normally attended by tens of thousands of fascists from 
France and abroad. The Le Pen crowd are livid at their 
event being overshadowed by the referendum. 

Le Pen’s rivals in Bruno Mégret’s Mouvement 
National-Républicain (MNR) chose next year’s council 
elections as the main theme for their summer university. 
But they did not ignore the referendum. Indeed, they 
adopted an anti-Chirac, anti-Jospin stance identical to 
that of the FN. 

Mégret, once Le Pen’s right-hand man, took up a quite 
unexpected initiative, launching a “unity offensive” and 
posting letters to the presidents of other far-right forma- 
tions to invite them to take part in the creation of a 
“committee to coordinate the ‘no’ vote”. 

“The nation needs us,” wrote Mégret, because “the 
reduction of the presidential term would be an attack on 
the authority of the state and would weaken France” at a 
time when “our country is facing threats to its identity 
and sovereignty”. 

Le Pen’s reaction was both rapid and bluntly negative. 
He declared that FN participation in Mégret’s committee 








was of “no interest whatsoever”. Once again he went out 
of his way to humiliate the MNR by reminding voters 
that, contrary to Mégret’s “little party”, FN posters would 
be plastering the big advertising hoardings. 

Mégret probably expected nothing from the FN but 
was more interested in getting close to the 
Rassemblement pour la France (RPF), the party led by 
Charles Pasqua, the former Interior Minister. His use of 
the word “sovereignty”, which does not figure much in 
the vocabulary of the French extreme right, was clearly 
part of this strategy. 

The RPF has built its identity around the vague con- 
cept of sovereignty, linking an authoritarian but republi- 
can view of the state to the most narrow protectionist 
nationalism, ideas that met with an element of success 
when given an airing in last year’s European elections. 

By presenting the five-year term as a threat to French 
“sovereignty”, Mégret attempted to align himself with 
the RPE which also demanded that the referendum be 
extended to the thorny question of Corsica, to which 
Prime Minister Lionel Jospin has been trying to extend a 
small amount of autonomy. The RPF sees Jospin’s 
Corsica policy as a serious threat to the state. 

If Pasqua has still not made up his mind to work with 
Mégret, the same is certainly not the case with his lead- 
ing members, many of whom have already made elec- 
toral blocs with the MNR. Some of them are former 
members of the MNR. The MNR hopes to cement these 
alliances further in preparation for next year’s elections. 

Local alliances are one thing but Pasqua is an astute 
politician and knows he has nothing to gain from an 
alliance with Mégret, a man whom the public largely 
considers to be an extremist. Because of this, Pasqua has 
started to scratch around for allies on the left. 

William Abitbol, an RPF MEP who is very close to 
Pasqua, and was at one time a member of various 
extremist splinter groups, told the right-wing daily 
Figaro that “the sovereigntists and the republicans can 
envisage fighting together in one way or another for the 
sovereignty of France and the values of the Republic’. 
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Nazi march dwarfed 
from Monitor in Oslo and Bergen 


THE FIRST attempt by Norwegian nazis to stage a 

_ memorial march for Hitler's deputy, Rudolf Hess, met 
with huge opposition from a cross section of society, 
showing that Norway’s anti-fascist traditions remain as 
strong as ever. Jews, Muslims, Christians, Buddhists and 
Humanists, marched together with all the political par- 
ties, all the major trade unions and all the main 
Norwegian youth organisations in a 15,000-strong 
demonstration against racism and fascism in Oslo's city 
centre on 19 August. 

The anti-nazi march was led by Ms Ase Kleveland, the 
former Culture Minister. Gunnar Stalseth, the Bishop of 
Oslo, addressed the rally, together with Lars Gule of the 
Humanist Association, Kleiv Fiskvik from Oslo’s trade 
union council and Imre Hercz, a Holocaust survivor. 

For the nazis, their much-publicised Hess commem- 
oration march was an abject failure. In an attempt to 
keep the location of the event secret, the leaders of the 
nazi Bootboys group, Terje “Psycho” Sjolie, Werner 
Holm and Petter Gundersen, initially applied to the 
police for permission to demonstrate in the centre of 
Oslo. 

The fact that all three of them are awaiting trial, 
charged with attempted murder and serious assault, 
probably did not encourage a positive attitude towards 
them at Oslo’s police headquarters. Their first applica- 
tion was refused, as was the second in which the nazis 
suggested the Israeli embassy as a suitable place to fin- 
ish their march. 

Meanwhile, in the days leading up to the march, the 
gutter press went hysterical, giving the nazis front page 
after front page. “International nazi march in Oslo!” 
screamed Dagbladet. “Anti-fascists plan to bomb nazi 
march,” answered the rival Verdens Gang. 

Thanks to excellent intelligence work, anti-fascists 
had a keen insight into the Bootboys’ every move. As a 
result, while the press was yelling about coachloads of 
nazis from across Europe — if not the entire planet — 
preparing to invade Oslo, anti-fascists were able to 
inform the public that the march would attract fewer 

































in: wise) 





‘AL MLE 


than 50 people and would take place outside Oslo. 
When eventually 30 nazis turned up 50 kilometres away 
in Askim, anti-fascists from Monitor were waiting with 
cameras. 

The only visible international nazi elements in Askim 
were some Swedes. Sjolie made a short speech and the 
nazis then had a stab at a minute's silence for Hess, 
before sieg-heiling their way back to their cars. 

Thanks to incompetence by the Askim police, the 
nazis, whose march was illegal, were unfortunately able 
to avoid arrest. Several Oslo police officers expressed 
their frustration as they watched the nazis drive away 
from the scene. Some, however, did not get far. Sjalie 
and Holm were quickly arrested with seven others when 
they were spotted driving a stolen vehicle. 

In the evening 25 nazis posing as a football team held 
a party in a rented venue in Bjorndal, one of Oslo’s most 
multicultural areas, where 40% of the population are 
immigrants. Again, Monitor was there first. When the 
anti-fascists arrived, only a couple of plainclothes 
police were present. Frustrated nazis swinging baseball 
bats then started to chase journalists and attacked a 
Swedish cameraman, who was rescued only when a 
family let him into their home. 

Soon afterwards, a detachment of heavily armed 
police arrived to storm the party. Maybe as a service to 
the press, the nazis were led in single file through a 
gauntlet of flashing cameras. When Ole Nicolai Kvisler, a 
well known thug, was brought out he shouted “Jewish 
pigs” to some Pakistani youngsters who were throwing 
redcurrants they had picked off nearby bushes. 

“Let him loose, so we can talk to him,” the furious 
father of one of the children shouted to the police. 
Luckily for Kvisler, the police did not grant his wish. Also 
arrested were Gundersen, who had apparently lost the 
balaclava helmet he was wearing earlier in the day, and 
Per Oyvind Monge, a former Combat 18 contact. “Look, 
the nazi is crying,” one of the youngsters shouted, 
bringing a fitting conclusion to the day’s events. 

Five years of anti-fascist resistance during the war 
taught the Norwegian people a lesson: nazis belong in 
handcuffs or in the gutters. The biggest anti-fascist 
mass meeting for 40 years proved that this lesson has 
not been forgotten. 
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POLAND 


‘The bald ones rule here’: 
from Rafal Pankowski in Warsaw 


FOOTBALL seems affected by racism and fascism more 
deeply than any other arena in Poland. Antisemitic sub- 
culture dominates the stadiums, with rival gangs rou- 
tinely abusing each other's clubs as “Jewish” — a term of 
abuse. Anti-racist efforts to counteract this trend are met 
with indifference by football officials. 

The Polish media are full of stories about football 
hooliganism, now a much discussed issue thanks to a 
number of serious incidents at stadiums and the appar- 
ent helplessness of the police in dealing with the aggres- 
sive gangs of youths. What television and the press very 
rarely mention, however, is the successful penetration of 
hooligan circles by racist ideology as well as by organised 
fascist groups. The display of Celtic crosses and other 
nazi skinhead symbols has become commonplace. 

The issue was vividly illustrated in March this year in 
Lodz, an industrial city with two big clubs, LKS and 
Widzew. Antisemitic and nazi graffiti, often combined 
with the clubs’ symbols, were present almost every- 
where on the city’s walls. Nobody seemed at all con- 
cerned until a shocked visitor, the chairman of an Israeli 
organisation of former Lodz inhabitants (most of them 
survivors of the Lodz Ghetto), wrote an open letter to the 
authorities, demanding to know what they intended to 
do about it. 

Alerted to the fact that the city’s international reputa- 
tion was at stake, the authorities and the local media 
organised a much publicised action day to clean the 
offensive slogans off the walls. But in an act of extreme 
defiance the same evening, Lodz nazis showed their 
contempt for such initiatives. They daubed “Juden raus” 
UJews out) and symbols of the fascist National Revival of 
Poland (NOP) on the home of Marek Edelman, the last 
surviving commander of the 1944 Warsaw Ghetto upris- 
ing and one of the leaders of the Solidarity trade union 
movement in the 1980s. 

The attack on Edelman’s house shows that the nazis 
feel virtually untouchable. And they may be right. After 
initial outrage in the media, both President Aleksander 
Kwasniewski and Prime Minister Jerzy Buzek wrote let- 
ters to Edelman offering him personal security guards. 

Edelman publicly rejected their offer, saying the gov- 
ernment should rather look at its own policy of tolerat- 
ing fascist groups. He also pointed to the daily discrimi- 
nation suffered by Roma people and refugees. 

Buzek promised to consider banning the NOP, but so 
far no action has been taken. As far as the attack on 
Edelman’s property is concerned, the investigation was 
quickly wound up and no charges were brought. 

“Hypocrisy” is a fair description of the right-wing gov- 
ernment’s attitude to racism and antisemitism. Just 
weeks before the Edelman incident, Buzek was ques- 
tioned on a visit to Israel about antisemitism at sports 
events in Poland and promised to act to stamp it out. 

Again, no action was taken. This is no surprise, seeing 
that known antisemitic activists such as Krzysztof 
Kawecki, the deputy minister of education responsible 
for sports and a leader of the racist National Right group, 
are part of the government. 

The NOP encounters few obstacles to organising foot- 
ball hooligans into “national revolutionary” cadres 
because the entire football hooligan subculture is orien- 
tated towards violence. Fanzines with titles such as 
Football Bandits in Radom, Psychofanatic in Katowice 
and Fanatic and Hooligans in Chrzanow hardly ever 
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mention the sport, preferring to concentrate on accounts 
of battles between rival fans and against the police. 

The quality of Polish football is nowadays rather poor 
compared with the glory days of the 1970s and early 
1980s and the numbers attending games have dwindled. 
Because of that, it is much easier for an extremist minor- 
ity to win virtual cultural hegemony on the terraces. 

The lust for violence and the frustration of young, pre- 
dominantly working-class youths involved in football 
hooliganism are easily channelled by fascist activists, 
who provide them with a sense of purpose. 

Hooligan gang leaders seem sympathetic to the cause 
too. Tomasz Drogowski, alias “Cobra”, the editor of the 
most prominent hooligan publication Szalikowcy, 
stated in an interview in a nazi skin fanzine (Duma 
Naszego Miasta, issue 2): “Fascism is not a horrible idea. 
I think that national socialism is a necessary and only 
means of purifying the ranks of some groups from gyp- 
sies, punks and negroes. From everywhere I hear, it is 
more and more welcome at stadiums.” Drogowski’s 
ideas are translated into chants heard on the terraces, 
such as “We will do to you what Hitler did to the Jews”. 

Another fanzine interview with a different gang leader 
(Forza Hooligans, issue 1) describes the situation at the 
stadium of LKS, a premier league club in Lodz: “The bald 
ones [skinheads] rule here and we often sing nationalist 
and racist slogans”. It should be noted that LKS hooli- 
gans are among the groups most strongly infiltrated by 
the NOP, which even publishes special leaflets to attract 
LKS supporters to party events. 

Another big club with a strong fascist presence is Legia 
Warszawa. The enormous banner of the hooligan gang 
White Legion, sporting nazi symbols, can be seen at 
every game. One of its leaders, Damian Mikulski, is serv- 
ing a 25-year jail sentence for brutally murdering a 
teenage boy simply because of his “alternative” dress 
style. Mikulski, together with his entourage, had been a 
leading participant at NOP rallies in Warsaw. 

Antisemitism is not the only prejudice widely 
expressed at football grounds. The problem of racism in 
Polish football increasingly affects black players who 
have joined Polish clubs since the mid-1990s. Frankline 
Mudoh, a Polish League footballer born in Cameroon, 
points out that in many teams players put pressure on 
the coach not to include black players in the team. 

Emanuel Olisadebe became the first black member of 
the Polish national team in August 2000. The decision to 
grant him Polish citizenship to enable him to play was 
criticised by the influential right-wing daily Zycie. Weeks 
before his international debut he was spat on by another 
player during a league game. Against all odds, Olisadebe 
scored a phenomenal three goals in his first two outings. 

Emanuel has also been involved in the campaign 
“Let’s Kick Racism Out of Football”, launched by the 
anti-fascist Never Again Association in cooperation with 
Polish Radio 3. Originally from Nigeria, he gave 













of racism in the anti-fascist 
fanzine Stadion and agreed 
to appear on anti-racist 
football posters. 

Anti-racist football 
campaigners _ still 
have a long way to 
go. Until now, the 
best results have 
been achieved at 
smaller clubs 
such as Orkan 
Sochaczew and 
Wkra  Zuromin, 
which now have a 
strongly anti-fascist 
following, but the 
struggle is going to be 
hard. 





NEW ZEALAN 





roved to be the unlikely backdrop for a growing 
controversy on the subject of Holocaust denial and 
right-wing extremism in academia. Two incidents in 
recent months have brought two of the country’s leading 
universities into disrepute. Canterbury University and 
Waikato University both face public concern over a grow- 
ing tide of revisionism that has seeped onto their cam- 
puses, and the manner in which the relevant governing 
bodies have dealt with the allegations. 

In May, Canterbury University was forced to launch an 
inquiry when it emerged that it had awarded a Masters 
degree to a revisionist thesis that contested the key facts 
of the Holocaust. Although Joel Hayward, now a senior 
lecturer at Massey University, had written the thesis in 
1993, its contents only became public recently due to a 
curious embargo that had been placed on it at the 
request of the author. In the thesis, Hayward questioned 
whether there was ever an official Nazi policy to extermi- 
nate Jews and whether Jews were actually exterminated 
in gas chambers, and asserted that the numbers killed 
could well be under the figure of six million. 

After the thesis had been released into the public 
domain, Hayward asked for it to be removed from the 
university libraries. They refused but allowed him to 
write a preface casting doubts upon his central findings. 

Hayward’s remarkable change of attitude prompted 
the New Zealand Jewish Council to call on the university 
to withdraw his degree. Canterbury's inquiry is intended 
to ascertain how such a thesis was awarded a first class 
honours degree in the first place. 

Uncomfortably for Canterbury University, it is claimed 
that the university was alerted to the potential problems 
contained in Hayward’s research eight years ago by a 
group called Opposition to Anti-Semitism (OAS). 
Ironically, the group had been founded by Hayward him- 
self, although he left before embarking on his thesis. 

With Hayward having discredited his own findings and 
admitted he made a mistake, the university faces embar- 
rassing questions over how the thesis was allowed to pass 
without question, why it was embargoed for several years 
and the repercussions for academic standards that the 
incident has raised. 

Canterbury has reacted fairly swiftly and sensitively to 
public concerns. Its Vice Chancellor, Daryl LeGrew, 
issued a statement saying, “the university is dismayed at 
the level of upset to the Jewish community and regrets 
this deeply”. He added, “We wish to work with the Jewish 
community to resolve these matters”. 

But it is the second, more prominent case involving 
Hans Joachim Kupka, 55, a doctoral student at Waikato 
University, that has sent shockwaves reverberating 
through New Zealand. The events surrounding the case 
have prompted an inquiry into how Kupka, a German 
national, was allowed to enrol at the university as a doc- 
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toral research student. The title of his thesis “The Use of 
German in New Zealand” seemed innocuous. But it has 
since emerged that, before his emigration to New 
Zealand in 1992, Kupka was one of the top ranking offi- 
cials of the German neo-nazi Republikaner Partei 
(Republican Party). Throughout the 1980s he was the 
regional party chairman in lower Bavaria, graduating to 
become deputy chairman of the Bavarian section in 
1987. At the time, the Republican Party was headed by 
Franz Schénhuber, a former member of Hitler’s Waffen 
SS during the Second World War. 

It also emerged that the Waikato’s German department 
had known about Kupka’s background before he enrolled 
in July 1998. Kupka was allowed onto the programme 
with a much poorer academic record than is usually 
required of doctoral students. For his first degree, 
awarded by Massey University, his grades averaged C+. 
Waikato’s German department requires at least B+ to 
enrol. Kupka was also given special dispensation to write 
his thesis in German, a measure that is allowed only in 
exceptional circumstances. 

On the basis of his academic record Kupka had already 
been refused a place on a Masters programme at Massey 
University. Of greater concern than his poor academic 
record was that his proposed area of research was 
deemed “ethically inappropriate”. Kupka had intended to 
write a thesis on the far-right Republikaner Party with the 
intention of demonstrating it to be a democratic party. 

As part of his doctoral thesis at Waikato, Kupka pro- 
posed to analyse the contribution of German speaking 
immigrants to New Zealand society. He intended to inter- 
view people who fell into this category, many of whom 
would be Jewish immigrants and Holocaust survivors. Yet 
Kupka did not submit his proposal to the university’s 
ethics committee, which might have vetoed it because of 
his political background. 

Kupka did not relinquish his far-right views after his 
arrival in New Zealand and continued to propagate them 
by posting a large amount of correspondence on the 
Internet and participating in various discussion groups. 
Around 3,000 pages of his correspondence have been 
archived. 

On the Internet, Kupka has described Elie Wiesel, the 
Nobel Prize winner and Holocaust survivor, as “a revan- 
chist of the worst kind ... for this malicious agitator who 
wants to persecute the Germans and wants to hold them 
liable unto the tenth generation I have no other word”. 

Louise Freudenberg, a research scholar at the 
University of Berlin, was one of six experts who analysed 
Kupka’s writings and deemed them to be antisemitic, 
concluding that they fell into the category of Holocaust 
denial. Freudenberg said, “The idea that a German 
Jewish refugee who escaped by the skin of his teeth and 
whose whole family was murdered should receive some- 
one like Kupka in his home is more than disgusting”. 
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HOLOCAUST 


The case of the academic 
who changed his mind and another who did not 





Also consulted was Professor Peter Longereich of the 
University of London, who was one of the key expert wit- 
nesses testifying on behalf of Deborah Lipstadt in her 
libel trial brought by David Irving earlier this year. 

It was Norman Franke, an academic in the German 
department, who first blew the whistle on Kupka. He and 
Dov Bing, a professor of political science at Waikato, 
requested a copy of Kupka’s proposal and were turned 
down by his supervisor, Professor Knuferman. This was 
in spite of the fact that all doctoral proposals are usually 
available in the university library. Considerable lengths 
were taken to withhold the outline from scrutiny. 

Franke had first voiced his concerns in May 1998, 
before Kupka had even enrolled at the university, yet they 
were brushed aside. Professor Knuferman and Professor 
Oettli, both native German speakers, continued to sup- 
port Kupka throughout his time at Waikato and were well 
aware of his rejection from Massey University on ethical, 
moral and academic grounds 

Kupka finally withdrew from his studies in July amid a 
flurry of negative press and student protests. But the feel- 
ings at Waikato are running higher than ever. Vice 
Chancellor Bryan Gould has come under increasing fire, 
amid allegations of a cover-up and insensitivity towards 
the Jewish community, which has found a number of 
incidents that have followed deeply offensive. 

Gould, a former Labour MP in Britain, has always 
maintained that Kupka’s work does not contain elements 
of Holocaust denial and believes the university acted 
responsibly throughout the whole affair. He is one of 
those who approved Kupka’s enrolment in 1998, and 
refused to address the concerns of the Jewish academics 
at the university, who began to feel increasingly alienated. 

Some of these academics have publicly expressed hor- 
ror at Gould’s behaviour. This has been reinforced by the 
fact that, following Kupka’s departure from the PhD pro- 
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gramme, Gould told a national radio audience: “they have 
been on a great witchhunt on the basis of false informa- 
tion’. Some have seen this statement to be little more than 
a thinly veiled attack on the Jewish community. 

The term “witchhunt” is also used on Irving’s website 
with regard to the Hayward and Kupka affairs. 

While the university council voted to launch an inde- 
pendent inquiry into the Kupka affair in August, Gould 
remains unrepentant. He was the only person to vote 
against the motion despite strong public opinion in 
favour of it. Throughout the debate, up to 120 demon- 
strators surrounded the councillors in protest at Gould’s 
attempts to play down the situation. 

The aim of the inquiry is to suggest policy changes in 
light of the university’s reaction to the whole episode. The 
vote represented a crushing defeat for Gould, who still 
continues to defend the university’s handling of the 
Kupka affair. 

Gould remains Vice Chancellor but is coming under 
increasing pressure to resign. The past year has been a 
bitter one for the university, with a number of Jewish staff 
and students finding the atmosphere extremely emo- 
tionally upsetting. Professor Knuferman, who supported 
Kupka throughout, has since resigned from the univer- 
sity. 

It also emerged in July that Kupka is now under inves- 
tigation in Germany for “incitement to hatred and vio- 
lence against minority groups” by Hans Heiko Klein, the 
public prosecutor in Mannheim, as a result of expert 
analysis of his writings. If he is indicted it will be a huge 
embarrassment to Gould and Waikato University. Kupka 
is said to be currently living in Australia. 

Coming at a time when the issue of Holocaust denial is 
particularly emotive following the David Irving trial, 
which concluded in April, many universities are now 
more cautious than ever about associating with known 
Holocaust deniers. The slow reaction and refusal by 
Waikato to accept responsibility for the Kupka affair is 
thus surprising in the extreme. 

Professor Bing commented, “It seems that Professor 
Gould and his senior academic staff ... are unwilling to 
admit that they have made serious errors of judgement 
... The inquiry will pinpoint where the university went 
wrong and where it went right. Most importantly, recom- 
mendations will be made to ensure that ethical concerns 
are treated more seriously and no one is alienated like 
this in the future.” 

A student at Waikato University said that he was dis- 
turbed by “the extensive behind the scenes backing that 
Kupka received from senior members of staff, despite 
that his political views were known ... the management 
of the university has been very successful at hushing the 
issue up or clouding it as one of freedom of speech ... The 
situation at Waikato has become very explosive to say the 
least.” 
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Partisan renounces citizenship 
By Steve Silver 
With information from RIA Novosti 


ANTI-FASCIST PARTISAN Vasily Kononov had his 
Latvian citizenship revoked last month at his own 
request. Ingrida Labutska, the Latvian Minister of 
Justice, took the decision after Kononov, 77, submitted 
an application renouncing his citizenship last May on 
the grounds that he had been granted Russian citizen- 
ship. Under Latvian law dual citizenship is only granted 
to those living in Western countries. 

In 1998 Kononov was arrested and accused of “geno- 
cide” against the Latvian people for his wartime parti- 
san activities. In January this year he was tried and sen- 
tenced to six years’ imprisonment for leading an attack 
by Soviet partisans on the village of Mazie Bati in May 
1944 in which nine civilians died. Kononov explained 
that the civilians died during heavy fighting with the 
Nazis. The case was marked by angry outbursts and 
clashes in the court before and after the verdict was 
announced. (see Searchlight March 2000). 

Kononov appealed against the decision and was 
released in April while the Latvian Supreme Court 
reviewed the case. The change in Kononov’s nationality 
could be significant if he is tried and convicted again. If 
this happens, Russia may demand Kononov’s extradi- 
tion — on the basis of an agreement between the two 
countries — ostensibly so that he can serve his term on 
Russian territory. 

In July another war veteran, Yevgeny Savenko, was 
sentenced to two years in prison for his role as an inves- 
tigator for the former Soviet intelligence service, the 
KGB. The 87-year-old was accused of “genocide of the 
Latvian people” for alleged activities between 1940-41 
and 1944-1950 in Latvia. Savenko said that if he was 
tried then many of his Latvian colleagues should also be 
tried, pointing to the fact that it is only those of Russian 
origin whom the state is interested in prosecuting. Part 
of the case against him is for his activities against anti- 
Soviet guerrillas in the wake of the end of the Second 
World War. Savenko said that Soviet security men were 
after “thieves and murderers” while postwar anti-Soviet 
guerrillas, who are now petitioning for large pensions, 
have their past smeared with murders, tortured 
Konsomol activists (young communists), raped women 
and ransacked food depots. 

The bringing of cases against Kononov and Savenko 
has received much criticism and is another clear 
demonstration of the strength of reactionary forces in 
the Baltic States. Rather than viewing the Soviet Union 
as a liberator of the country from Nazi rule, Latvian 
nationalists saw the Soviets as an occupying force. Now 
that socialism has collapsed in Eastern Europe they are 
exacting revenge on the Russian population that they 
believe represented it. 

Last month a law was introduced requiring only the 
Latvian language to be used in all government, munici- 
pal and other institutions that perform state functions 
and also in private enterprises and organisations and 
meetings. There are some 700,000 Russians living in 
Latvia, making up some 40% of the population. Many 
Russians, especially the older generation, do not speak 
Latvian. Last year as part of the campaign to “de- 
Russify” Latvia hundreds of teachers in Russian schools 


who did not pass a special language inspection were 
dismissed from their jobs. 

Many Russians who live in Latvia do not have Latvian 
citizenship as citizenship rights are linked to knowledge 
of the language among other things. The situation is 
similar in neighbouring Estonia and means that a sig- 
nificant section of the Russian population is banned 
from a whole range of professions including teaching, 
engaging in research or working as firefighters, 
chemists and lawyers. Of course non-citizens are also 
not allowed to vote or stand for election. 

The organisation “For Human Rights in United 
Latvia’, which has some members in the Latvian parlia- 
ment, responded to the introduction of the language 
law by announcing the start of a campaign of non-vio- 
lent civil disobedience. 

In the meantime prosecutors from seven countries 
met last month in Riga for a two-day gathering to exam- 
ine the cases of two Latvian Nazis, Konrads Kalejs and 
Karlis Ozols, currently living in Australia. They are 
implicated in mass murder in Latvia, Russia and 
Belarus during the Second World War. The prosecutors 
assessed the material gathered by investigators. Kalejs 
and Ozols were top-ranking commanders in the Arajs 
Kommando, which shot 30,000 Latvian Jews and 
Gypsies and was engaged in Nazi raids against partisans 
and civilians in Russia and Belarus. In addition, towards 
the end of the war, Kalejs became commander of the 
guards at the Salaspils concentration camp outside 
Riga. 

Riga’s Russian language newspaper, Vesti Segodnya, 
claims that the Latvian authorities have started this 
investigation to avoid accusations of being passive by 
the international community. Latvia's General 
Prosecutor's Office continues to insist that there are 
insufficient grounds to charge Kalejs and Ozols. 

Anti-fascists point to the fact that in the ten years 
since the restoration of capitalism in Latvia not a single 
Nazi or collaborator has been prosecuted, in contrast to 
people involved with the Communist Party or the KGB. 
It is only this year that they have even begun to seek 
extradition of known Nazi war criminals living abroad. 
This is in spite of the fact that an Australian television 
programme, The Weekend Australian, claims to have 
seen secret documents that show that at least 12 Latvian 
Nazi war criminals were living in Australia as late as 
1989. The KGB dossiers show that the Soviet Union was 
tracking the alleged war criminals at the time that the 
Hawke government set up a war crimes prosecution 
unit. 


Latvia’s Jews protest 


Gregory Krupnikov, head of Latvia’s 11,000- 
strong Jewish community, has protested at the 
lead story in the August issue of the 
mainstream monthly Kapitals, entitled “Yids 
rule the world” reports Graeme Atkinson. 

The cover of the magazine, which has about 
7,000 readers, displays a caricature of a 
religious Jew embracing the globe. Alleging 
that Jews control international companies, 
Normunds Lisovskis, the article’s author, 
maintains that the economic successes of 
Jewish people are explained by the fact that 
they are “better cheaters”. The Kapitals editor, 
Guntis Rozenbergs, has quit in disgust and 
apologised to Krupnikov. 

Following the complaints, the Bureau for the 
Protection of the Constitution launched an 
investigation to determine whether the 
magazine was inciting ethnic or racial hatred, a 
criminal offence punishable in Latvia by a 
three-year prison sentence and a fine. 
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From the archives 


20 years ago 
October 1980 
Xenophobia 


Some of the comments and 


cartoons in the popular press 
ITALIAN POLICE 


Maier as ta over recent demonstrations 
NAR KILLS and court cases involving 
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Iranians in this country have inisters 


assumed the proportions of an 
pe nik anti-Islam campaign ... one 
doesn’t have to support the 

: policies of the Ayatollah to be 
SUSPECT LINKED 
10. CHILEAN concerned about the way 
aan prejudice against Muslims is 
being fanned. This is not a 
difficult thing to do against a 
background of the American 
hostages and oil supplies, and 
is ali the more reason top be on guard against such sentiments. 
A similar situation arose over the recent strike of French 
fishermen which affected cross-channel passengers this 
summer. Sections of the media represented it as a battle with 
British tourists and painted a picture of Dunkirk in 1940 - but 
with the French as the enemy. Every jingoistic sentiment was 
given publicity. 
Xenophobia is just as evil as racism and should be just as 

vigourously opposed. 
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THEINTERNATIONALANTI-FASCISTMONTHLY — INCORPORATING CARF B N P civi | wa r 
breaks out 


BNP leader John Tyndall is now 
frantically trying to rebuild his 
organisation in Yorkshire, 
formerly the party’s jewel in 
the crown. Eddy Morrison, who 
has been in in just about every 
fascist group since the 1960s, 
has now split off again. 

This is an especially bitter 
pill for Tyndall personally 
because many of his close 
associates warned him not to 
take Morrison back into 
membership after his last 
walkout. The walkouts are always rather public and Le 
embarrassing for leaderships of the groups he leaves. Cavendish Street 

Morrison’s track record includes a long time association with : 
with Joe Short, the satanist, and David Myatt, another satanist 
and nazi criminal. 
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for terror by hard-core nazis and their growing pool of 

young right-wing extremist followers, influenced by 
hate rock and hate propaganda, on the now more than 
300 nazi Internet sites. : 

Many of them belong to the bands of the international 
Blood and Honour network, which are promoting their 
hymns of hate more vigorously than ever by urging their 
skinhead fans to “fight for the Aryan nation’. 

A visit to the home page of the Scandinavian section of 
Blood and Honour soon reveals the blueprint for the 
“brown underground” advocated by this self-styled nazi 
vanguard. Below the title “the path to the future”, a Blood 
and Honour leader — hiding behind the alias “Max 
Hammer” - sets out the strategy for those who “want to 
act rather than talk’. 

Hammer's message is an outright appeal for armed 
struggle by a so-called “international white resistance” 
whose role model is the Waffen SS. “The concept of the 
Waffen SS,” he claims, “contains all those principles, 
together with the true spirit of our conviction in its purest 
form, from which we must draw our inspiration to organ- 
ise a new legion of Aryan gladiators”. The activists in this 
legion of “gladiators” — which he designates “political sol- 
diers” — are to be recruited from the ranks of the racist 
skinheads inflamed by violence and convinced national 
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segment of an international nazi network, already armed 
with guns, explosives, bomb-making expertise and a 
proven capacity to maim and kill, to further crimes of 
violence. Says Hammer quite blatantly: “The time for 
chat is over. We have reached the stage of moving beyond 
inactivity ... we have to leave our writing desks and 
destroy the multikulti [sic], multicriminal ZOG inferno.” 

Anti-fascists have long been aware of the close collab- 
oration between German nazis, Britain’s Combat 18 and 
the National Socialist Front in Sweden, a group responsi- 
ble for the murder of two policemen last year. These ele- 
ments, which represent the leading cadre of the interna- 
tional Blood and Honour network, have over the past few 
months held several meetings at the fortress-like prem- 
ises owned by the German-Danish nazi Marcel Schilf in 
the southern Swedish town of Klippan. 

When more than 200 nazis from Germany, England, 
Norway, Sweden and Denmark celebrated the summer 
solstice at Schilf’s bolt hole, the “master of ceremonies” at 
the event was Stephan Lange from Berlin. In March, a 
police raid on Lange’s home uncovered more than 1,500 
illegal nazi CDs including the “Millennium” CD which, 
together with the 124-page issue number 9 of Blood and 
Honour’s propaganda magazine, was being made ready 
for distribution. 

Internal rows — which are being settled with increas- 
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